Summer 2008 
SEE ORANGE. SLOW DOWN. SAVE LIVES! 

Too many motorists and workers are injured or killed in work zones each year. Most of the casualties are motorists. Illinois drivers have encountered more work zones due to a large increase in highway repair projects. With motorists traveling more miles each year, highways need ongoing repairs and reconstruction. In addition to construction zones, motorists may also encounter emergency workers, such as police and fire personnel attending to vehicle crashes and emergencies along the highways. It is very important that motorists be aware and cautious of the dangers upon entering construction and emergency zones. Last year, 28 people were killed in work zone crashes, 27 of those deaths were the driver or passenger of a vehicle and 1 was a construction worker hit by a motorist. Motorists represent 85 percent of the fatalities in work zones. Between 6,000 and 7,000 crashes occur in work zones. A few simple precautions can be taken to prevent tragedy from striking. 

Slow down. 
Speed reduction is the first precaution that should be taken upon entering work zones. This action could save your life and the lives of others. Posted speed limits are there for your safety, as well as the workers. However, dangers still exist in work zones even if workers are not present. Therefore, the posted speed limit must always be observed. The Illinois State Police have a zero tolerance policy against violations in work zones and fines have doubled. Slower speeds allow motorists more time to react to changing conditions. Please abide by the posted speed limit in work zones and remember, when workers are present the speed limit is 45 miles per hour. 

Stay alert. 
Traffic patterns in highway work zones can change several times a day. Even drivers familiar with a particular road or work zone should watch for new lane closures and changing traffic patterns. Don’t take anything for granted in work zones. Expect the unexpected. 

Don’t follow too closely. 
One of the most common crashes in a work zone is a rear-end collision. Drivers should make sure they can safely stop their vehicle if traffic backs up. Be sure to allow at least two seconds of time between your vehicle and the one in front of you and don’t change lanes in a work zone.
Follow the signs. 
Signs, arrow boards, and flaggers are there to help guide you safely and efficiently through the work zone. Merge early when approaching a work zone and avoid driving in the merge lane until the very last moment. 

Be patient. 
Most of the time, work zones will require lane closures so a driver will have to slow down well below the speed limit and should be prepared to stop if congestion is heavy or if construction equipment is being moved. Impatience and anger will not get you through the work area faster. 

Turn on your headlights. 
Turning on your headlights will make your vehicle more visible. Truck drivers should use emergency flashers to warn trailing motorists that you are slowing. 

You can do your part to reduce the death and injury toll in work zones by participating in responsible behaviors. IDOT and other agencies do their part to reduce the death and injury toll in a variety of ways. IDOT works with contractors, labor groups, and the Illinois State Police to implement innovative ways to promote traffic safety. The department conducts extensive public awareness campaigns that publicize work zone safety issues. Other efforts include, work zone warning signs that are placed miles ahead of work zones. Changeable message boards are used to inform motorists of delays, detours or other pertinent news. Public service announcements can be seen and heard on radio and television, such as recent announcements made by children of highway workers. The Illinois State Police have increased ground and air patrols and increased fines for zone speeding to $375 for the first offense and $1000 minimum plus an additional 90 days license suspension for subsequent offenses. Photo speed enforcement is also used to increase safety on Illinois highways and to obtain voluntary compliance by motorists to obey posted speed limits. 

With your help we can see to it that a construction zone is not an end zone! 

The work zone safety web site, 
www.dot.il.gov/workzone/workzone.html, lists rules of traveling through work and emergency zones, along with the penalties for those who break the law. 
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