Spring-Summer 2007 
Illinois Elementary Students Win 
STATE & NATIONAL CALENDAR CONTESTS BY PROMOTING WORK ZONE SAFETY!

Over 2,700 students participated in the 2nd Annual Illinois Work Zone Safety Calendar Contest. Through their drawings, the young artists show how important it is for everyone to slow down in work zones. They also assist the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) by creatively promoting work zone safety awareness to parents and caregivers.

Of the 2,700 participants, 12 finalists were chosen to have their drawings of a work zone displayed in the 2008 Illinois Work Zone Safety Calendar. The top six winners’ drawings were sent to the American Traffic Safety Services Association’s (ATSSA) national contest to vie for a spot in its national calendar.

IDOT, along with the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), American Traffic Safety Services Foundation (ATSSF) and the Illinois Chapter of ATSSA, coordinated the statewide calendar contest for elementary students.

Of the six Illinois finalists, two students from Pleasant Valley School in Peoria, IL won nationally. Haley Didiuk, a second grader at Pleasant Valley, placed 1st in the Kindergarten through 3rd grade category and won $300. Chelsea McTeague, a third grader at Pleasant Valley, placed 2nd in the Kindergarten through 3rd grade category and won $100. Additionally, Tariah Page, also a third grader at Pleasant Valley, submitted her drawing to the national contest and placed 3rd in the Kindergarten through 3rd grade category and won $50. All three winners will have their drawings showcased in the ATSSA national calendar. Over 3,000 students participated in the national contest.

The top 12 finalists were honored at an awards luncheon on Saturday, April 21, 2007 at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library in downtown Springfield. The luncheon was sponsored by the Illinois Radio Network. Amtrak provided transportation to the luncheon for the winners and their two guests. The winners were given plaques sponsored by COUNTRY Insurance & Financial Services, along with cash prizes from the Illinois Chapter of ATSSA. The top six winners received savings bonds provided by ATSSF.

The contest consisted of three categories, K-1st grade, 2nd-3rd grade and 4th-6th grade. In October 2006, each public elementary school around the state was invited to participate in the contest. Children were asked to draw their view of a work zone. Each school had to choose two entries from each category and submit them to IDOT for the state contest. In December, IDOT received 147 entries and placed them on its website so the public could vote for their favorite. Over 5,300 people voted during the online portion of the contest in January.

Based on the online voting, the top 10 entries from each category were sent in February to a panel of seven judges, who then selected the final 12 contestants. Each entry was judged on a series of questions to determine if the entry portrayed a work zone and if the student had a clear understanding of a work zone.

By introducing children at an early age to safe driving practices, IDOT hopes to instill a lifelong awareness of work zone hazards and foster safe driving behavior in the future. Teachers or parents who are interested in entering their students or children in the upcoming 2007-2008 calendar contest can contact, Jessica Baker at 217/782-6518.
By Jessica Baker, Work Zone Safety Calendar Contest
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