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IDOT PROMOTES WORK ZONE SAFETY
THROUGH THE EYES OF STUDENTS

Over 1,500 students in Kindergarten through 6th grade participated in the first annual Illinois Work Zone Safety Calendar Contest. The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) discovered just how creative and diverse the elementary students are from across the state. Artistic talents abound in Illinois; these students shared their messages of how important it is to slow down in work zones through art.

IDOT, along with the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), American Traffic Safety Services Foundation (ATSSF) and the Illinois Chapter of the American Traffic Safety Services Association (ATSSA), coordinated this statewide calendar contest for elementary students. Of the 1,500 participants, 16 finalists were chosen to have their drawing of a work zone displayed in the 16 month 2006-2007 Illinois Work Zone Safety Calendar. The top 16 finalists were honored at an awards luncheon on Saturday, March 18, 2006 at the Chicago Holiday Inn City Centre located in downtown Chicago. The luncheon was sponsored by the Illinois Broadcasters Association. Each of the 16 winners and their two guests were given free overnight accommodations provided by the Holiday Inn City Centre.

The winners were given plaques sponsored by COUNTRY Insurance & Financial Services, along with cash prizes from the Illinois Chapter of ATSSA. The top six winners received savings bonds provided by the Horace Mann Companies. Since they placed in the top six, their drawings advanced to judging at the national level to vie for a spot in the ATSSA’s Work Zone Safety Calendar.

The purpose of the contest is for students to help IDOT promote work zone safety by becoming aware of work zones and encourage their parents or caregivers about the importance of driving safely in work zones.

The contest consisted of two categories, K-3rd grade and 4th-6th grade. In September 2005, each public elementary school around the state was invited to participate in the contest. Children were asked to draw their view of a work zone. Each school had to choose two entries from each category and submit them to IDOT for the state contest.

In December, IDOT received 214 entries and placed them on IDOT’s website so the public could vote for their favorite. Over 8,000 people voted during the online portion of the contest. Based on the online voting, the top 15 entries from each category were sent in January to a panel of seven judges, who then selected the final 16 contestants. Each entry was judged on a series of questions to determine if the entry portrayed a work zone and if the student had a clear understanding of a work zone.

Without a doubt, the students who participated in this contest are aware of work zone safety and this understanding is affirmed through their creative expressions in their drawings. By introducing children at an early age to safe driving practices, IDOT hopes to instill a lifelong awareness of work zone safety and safe driving behavior.
By Jessica Baker, Work Zone Safety Calendar Contest Coordinator
