WORK ZONE SAFETY
CALENDAR CONTEST

Every year IDOT/DTS chooses 12 elementary students to help relay the work zone safety message to motorists through the Work Zone Safety Calendar Contest.  For the sixth consecutive year, hundreds of students ranging from kindergarten through the sixth grade submitted artwork depicting work zones and the “See Orange. Slow Down. Save Lives.” message.  The contest winners will be announced in May and their drawings will appear in the 2011-2012 Illinois Work Zone Safety Calendar. 

IDOT/DTS, along with the Illinois State Board of Education, American Traffic Safety Services Foundation and the Illinois Chapter of the American Traffic Safety Services Association (ATSSA), coordinated the statewide calendar contest for elementary students. 

The contest is sponsored by:
• Illinois Radio Network
• Amtrak
• Midwest Region Laborers
• Southern Illinois Construction Advancement  
  Program
• COUNTRY Financial 

The 12 finalists will be honored at an awards ceremony on May 11, 2011.  Each winner will receive prizes and promotional items from the contest sponsors. 

The top six winners’ drawings were sent to ATSSA’s national contest to vie for a spot in its national calendar.  If any of these students win the national contest, they will be announced at the awards ceremony. 

Last fall elementary schools chose four entries from each category (K-1st grade, 2nd-4th grade and 5th-6th grade) and submitted them to IDOT/DTS.  Three judges then narrowed the entries down to 32 and sent them to a panel of six judges, who selected the final 12 contestants.  Each entry was judged based on a series of questions determining if the entry portrayed a work zone and if the student had a clear understanding of a work zone. 

IDOT/DTS hopes to instill a lifelong awareness of work zone hazards and foster future safe driving habits by introducing young children to safe driving practices.  Teachers or parents who are interested in entering their students or children in the calendar contest may contact IDOT/DTS’s contest coordinator, Jessica Keldermans at 217/785-3062. 
By Jessica Keldermans, Work Zone Safety Calendar Contest
Coordinator/Acting Bureau Chief of Safety Data & Data Services


