
Fall-Winter 2007 3rd Annual Illinois Work Zone Safety Calendar Contest is in Full Swing
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS FROM AROUND THE STATE ARE ENCOURAGED TO ENTER

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is looking for talented, artistic students in Kindergarten through 6th grade, who have an eye for art and work zones. IDOT is reaching out to children in elementary schools throughout the state to help promote work zone safety.

In 2006, 29 people were killed in work zone-related crashes in Illinois. Of these fatalities, 27 were the driver or passenger in these vehicles, one was a pedestrian, and one was a worker killed by a careless motorist.

To help reduce these numbers, IDOT, the Illinois State Board of Education, the American Traffic
Safety Services Foundation and the Illinois Chapter of the American Traffic Safety Services Association (ATSSA) are sponsoring the 2007-2008 Illinois Work Zone Safety Calendar Contest.

During the past two years, this contest has educated over 4,200 students on the importance of driving safely in work zones. IDOT hopes to instill in these students a lifelong awareness of work zone hazards and foster safe driving behavior in the future. Through their artwork, these children are teaching others about the significance of work zone safety.

This year’s theme is “Keep Us Alive. Stay Alive. Drive 45.” Poster entries should reflect the student’s view of a work zone and what he or she may find in a work zone.

The contest categories are K-1st Grade, 2nd-3rd Grade and 4th-6th Grade. Each school must select the top 4 posters from each category (12 posters total) and submit them by December 14, 2007 to the:

Illinois Department of Transportation Division of Traffic Safety
Attention: Jessica Baker
3215 Executive Park Drive
Springfield, IL 62794

Once the entries are received, they will be placed on the IDOT website for the public to vote for their favorite entry to move on to the next round of the contest. The top 30 entries, 10 from each category, will move on to a judging panel who will determine the 12 finalists. The 12 finalists’ drawings will be displayed in the 2009 Illinois Work Zone Safety Calendar. These finalists will also receive their awards and prizes at an awards luncheon in April 2008. The top 2 finalists in each category will move on to compete in the National Work Zone Safety Calendar Contest sponsored by ATSSA.

If you have additional questions, please contact IDOT’s contest coordinator, Jessica Baker, at 217/782-6518 or visit the contest website at http://www.dot.il.gov/trafficsafety/WZS/WZScontest.html.
By Jessica Baker, Work Zone Safety Calendar Contest
Coordinator/Acting Bureau Chief of Safety Data & Data Services
