Summer 2008 MEMORIAL TO 155 TEENS 

On April 3, 2008 students from four area high schools joined the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) and local law enforcement to call attention to teen safe driving and share how their student-led safe driving campaigns will help reduce teen motor vehicle crashes, fatalities and injuries in central Illinois. As part of the event, a memorial was erected to the 155 teenagers who lost their lives on Illinois roads in 2007. 155 white crosses were placed in the ground at IDOT’s Springfield headquarters. 

The four area schools present were a part of the 104 schools statewide chosen earlier this year to receive funds under the statewide, comprehensive Operation Teen Safe Driving (OTSD) program. Schools participating in OTSD identified the major teen traffic safety problems in their communities and are currently implementing creative solutions, targeting their peers, to reduce teen driving deaths and injuries. Student representatives at the event from Petersburg PORTA, Pleasant Plains, Springfield Lanphier and Springfield Sacred Heart-Griffin High Schools described their respective OTSD programs and placed a cross in the ground to represent teen lives lost. 

Nationally, and in Illinois, teen drivers make up just 7 percent of the driving population but they are involved in approximately 20 percent of traffic crashes and more than 12 percent of traffic fatalities. OTSD played a major role in the decline of teen deaths. Illinois has experienced a 60 percent decrease in teen fatalities in 2008 compared to this time last year. The crosses displayed in front of IDOT headquarters created a powerful visual statement and served as a reminder for teens to engage in safe driving behaviors. 
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