Summer 2008 IDOT WINS AWARD: OPERATION TEEN SAFE DRIVING

The Illinois Department of Transportation/Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) was presented the Director’s Award of Distinction for its efforts in developing the Operation Teen Safe Driving program. This honor is awarded by the Illinois State Police (ISP) to any individual, agency, or group outside ISP who has given extraordinary support or assistance to accomplish the goals of the department. 

IDOT/DTS collaborated with state and civic agencies in an effort to design a program that would save lives. Operation Teen Safe Driving was the result. The program was initially created due to teen deaths that occurred in Tazewell County between March 2005 and July 2006. A total of 15 teenagers died in traffic crashes on Tazewell County roads. Historically, the average rate of teen fatalities for a similar time period was one or two deaths occurring in all five counties combined in State Police District 8. This phenomenal crash rate drew state and national attention. 

DTS support resulted in numerous resources coming to the Operation Teen Safe Driving initiative which included funds for media awareness campaigns, overtime for officers to target teen alcohol violations, and equipment such as speed trailers to help slow traffic on county roads. The program grew when government and civic agencies including Governor Rod R. Blagojevich, the Secretary of State, IDOT/DTS, the Governors Highway Safety Association, ISP, Illinois State Board of Education, Illinois Liquor Control Commission, Ford Motor Company Fund, The Allstate Foundation, RADD, and SADD joined forces to make Operation Teen Safe Driving a statewide initiative. These agencies created program standards and developed a contest to award grant money to winning schools. 

Grant money was contributed by IDOT/DTS and Allstate. All agencies took part in the judging process that determined the winning schools. The judging process took place at the IDOT Annex building where DTS is housed. Agencies carefully examined submissions from each school and determined district winners. 

ISP Director Larry Trent said during the awards ceremony, “DTS went above and beyond the call of duty by bringing agencies together and organizing and hosting Operation Teen Safe Driving events. DTS involvement was critical to the success of this program to save young lives.” 

Through the collaborative efforts of all agencies, the goal of lowering teen fatalities was met. Thirty-five fewer teens died during the period of this program. From January 1st through April 15th, 22 teens (ages 16-19) lost their lives on Illinois roadways. During the same time period last year, there were 57 teen deaths. Illinois is leading the way as the first state to offer a program of this magnitude. 
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