OPERATION: TEEN SAFE DRIVING
Illinois recorded a decline in teen fatalities in automobile crashes this year. From January through March 2009, 16 teens (ages 16-19) lost their lives on Illinois roadways. During the same time period last year, 20 teen deaths were recorded. Much of this success is due to the Operation Teen Safe Driving (OTSD) program which is the statewide safety initiative designed to educate teens about safe driving. This program is a continued success due to the combined efforts of the Governor’s Office, the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety, the Secretary of State, the Governors Highway Safety Association, Illinois State Police, the Ford Motor Company Fund and The Allstate Foundation.

Twenty-one high schools were selected to participate in the Ford Motor Company Fund’s sponsored “Ride and Drive” safe-driving clinic that took place in the Chicago area and central Illinois. The “Ride and Drive” events featured professional drivers giving young drivers rigorous behind the wheel driving exercises, including: Hazard Recognition/Accident Avoidance, Vehicle Handling/Skid Control and Speed/Space Management.

The Allstate Foundation also made it possible for the top school in each region to receive $2,000 for an after-prom party. In addition, the first, second and third place winners from each region received $1,750, $1,500 and $1,000, respectively, for continuing their Operation Teen Safe Driving program in their communities. 

Awarding teens for good driving behaviors is an effective technique in saving young lives. The success of the OTSD program prompted the creation of a scholarship fund, the Janet Kelley Teen Safe Driving Scholarship. Seven deserving college-bound seniors (one from each region) were awarded this scholarship. The Janet Kelley Scholarship recognizes outstanding high school seniors for their individual OTSD contributions. Janet Kelley, a Springfield emergency room nurse, dedicated her life to working with teenagers to make them think twice about careless driving practices. Kelley’s life was cut short last year, but her memory will live on through this scholarship. The winners were selected from a pool of applications submitted by participating 2009 OTSD high schools. The top winning student received a $3,500 one-year scholarship and six additional students were awarded a one-year scholarship of $2,500 to be sent to the recipient’s chosen college/university. 

The Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety, the Secretary of State, the Governors Highway Safety Association, Illinois State Police, the Ford Motor Company Fund and The Allstate Foundation look forward to creating new and innovative ways of educating teens on the importance of safe driving. 

The top school in each region is as follows: 
Region 1: De La Salle Institute

Region 2: Alan B. Shepard High School

Region 3: Gardner-South Wilmington High School

Region 4: Clifton Central High School

Region 5: Roanoke-Benson High School

Region 6: Hillside Bethel Christian School 

Region 7: Gillespie High School

Winners of the Janet Kelley Teen Safe Driving Scholarship in each region are as follows:

Region 1: Yvette Temple, Williams High School

Region 2: Laura Richardella, Dwight D. Eisenhower High School

Region 3: Deanna Ptak, Bolingbrook High School

Region 4: Erica Salamone, Pecatonica High School

Region 5: Laura Hess, Morton High School

Region 6: Mackenzie Davis, Quincy Senior High School

Region 7: Tyler Sandretto, Gillespie High School, 

*Top Winning Student Overall*
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