Spring 2009 Operation Teen Safe Driving

In 2007, there were 155 teen fatalities in Illinois. We are elated to announce that the 2008 (provisional) number of teen fatalities is 93. We believe the significant drop in fatalities is due, in large part, to the successful Operation Teen Safe Driving Program where teens develop programs to deter risky driving among their peers.

This year’s program is in full swing with 101 high schools throughout the state participating. On December 1, 2008, armed with start-up funding from the Illinois Department of Transportation’s, Division of Traffic Safety and The Allstate Foundation, all of the schools started the process of creating the most effective, inventive program to save lives. Each school is required to start the process with a pre- and post-safety belt survey, which is an actual count of who is or is not wearing their safety belt. Other requirements the schools must use include are incorporating activities from The Ford Motor Company Fund’s “Driving Skills for Life” website as well as The Allstate Foundation’s “Keep the Drive” website. The program concludes on February 27th; final reports are due to the Division of Traffic Safety by March 13th and the final judging will be March 30th. Winners will be announced on April 7th. Winning schools will participate in the Ford Motor Company Funds’ Ride and Drives tentatively scheduled for the week of April 20th.

New this year, is the Janet Kelley Teen Safe Driving Scholarship to be awarded to one college-bound senior in each region. Janet Kelley was an outstanding Springfield emergency room nurse who devoted her life to making teens think twice about careless driving practices. While her life was cut short, her memory will live through this generous scholarship made possible by The Ford Motor Company Fund and The Allstate Foundation. Applications have been sent to each of the selected schools and the winners will be announced on April 7th.
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