One of IDOT’s most critical goals is to save lives. The department is focused on creating an environment of public awareness throughout the state to drive down the numbers of crashes, injuries and fatalities. The lives lost in fatal crashes are more than just statistics. They are people with friends and loved ones whose lives will be forever changed because of a crash that many times could have been avoided.

Over the next year, Illinois will continue to provide resources to promote safe behavior to drivers and passengers. IDOT will administer and distribute nearly $16 million in federal funds to state and local grantees. Those dollars will be spent on education and awareness, enforcement and data collection related to impaired driving, occupant protection, and the overall highway safety program.

In an effort to better serve Illinois citizens, IDOT has made several changes to its organizational structure. The Division of Traffic Safety (DTS), led by Director Mike Stout, will work closely with the Office of External Affairs and the Bureau of Information Processing to coordinate resources, activities, and data collection. In addition, the department has created a new safety bureau in the Division of Highways. Newly appointed Bureau Chief Priscilla Tobias will lead our efforts to become more proactive in detecting trends, monitoring unsafe highway conditions and developing engineering solutions.

IDOT believes all stakeholders should be engaged in dialogue that promotes highway safety. Our outreach efforts include a team of Local Agency Liaisons who are dispatched throughout the state to work with community leaders to increase the awareness of Illinois’ safety programs. They are joined by Law Enforcement Liaisons who provide technical support to state and local grantees that carry out impaired driving, occupant protection, and other traffic safety programs.

The division recently received a more than $281,000 federal grant to create a Crash Outcomes Data Evaluation System (CODES). To assist with the implementation of the CODES project, IDOT is reinstating the Illinois Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (ITRCC) which will include collectors, administrators and users of state highway safety data and traffic records so there is a forum to review, evaluate and implement the best methodologies available as they relate to data collection.

During the past year, we have increasingly added more resources toward programs and activities with the same goal in mind – saving lives. In this edition of CAUTION!, you will find articles on winter safety, the Click It or Ticket Campaign, and the unveiling of new initiatives that will begin this year. Those initiatives include the new Alcohol Abuse Task Force which is a partnership between IDOT and other state agencies that provide resources to citizens regarding the dangers associated with alcohol misuse.

IDOT is committed to increasing highway safety. However, it is a commitment that must be shared by all. When you get into a car, make the conscious decision to buckle up– every trip, every time. Don’t drive impaired. Driver distraction is also a major contributor of crashes. Remember, the only thing you should be doing while driving is driving.
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