Summer is a beautiful time of year in Illinois. Warm weather means more people are traveling on our roadways by car, truck or motorcycle. Many more citizens are walking, boating or biking. Therefore, it is even more important to remember to keep safety at the top of your priority list during this season. 

The Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/ DTS) continually strives to make roadways safer for you and your loved ones. At the April IDOT/DTS Staying Alive Conference, more than 300 traffic safety professionals, advocates and law enforcement officials came together with the common goal of saving lives. This meeting gave attendees the opportunity to network and learn from each other as well as to publically recognize individuals who work tirelessly to make our roadways safer. The conference boosted enthusiasm to get traffic safety messages and programs out to the public. 

We hope you will join in on our efforts to lower traffic fatalities to below 1,000 by the end of 2009. Make safety your first priority by remembering a few simple rules: 

1. Always buckle your safety belt. 
2. Never drink and drive. 
3. Never drive distracted. 
4. Be aware of motorcyclists. 
5. Drive carefully in work zones. 

As we move forward with our 2009-2010 safety agenda, we need your commitment--do your part to stay alive! 

Have a fun and safe summer! 

Gary Hannig
