This is the time of year when motorcycle riders are getting back on the roads in large numbers. In order to put a spotlight on motorcycle safety as the 2008 riding season gets underway, Governor Rod R. Blagojevich proclaimed May Motorcycle Awareness Month in Illinois. The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), Illinois State Police (ISP) and  motorcycle safety advocates are urging the public to “Start Seeing  Motorcycles” and to share the road with motorcycle riders. In addition, IDOT is increasing the number of slots available in its motorcycle safety training program by more than 1,000 and for the first time it will be offering an intermediate course for students who already know how to ride. 

IDOT and ISP will again highlight the “Don’t Drink and Ride” campaign which is designed to encourage motorcyclists to not drink and ride. The campaign will include 18,000 radio spots that will run between May and September 2008. IDOT has also purchased 200 large 30-foot banners in bright yellow reading “Start Seeing Motorcycles” which are being distributed to law enforcement agencies and motorcycle clubs for placement in strategic areas throughout the state to raise motorist awareness of the presence of motorcycles. In addition, IDOT again sponsored the annual “Windshield Washing Project” in which 29 motorcycle clubs washed windshields of cars and trucks at IDOT interstate rest areas across the state on weekends during the month of May. Participating club members distributed “Share the Road” brochures to motorists and reminded them to watch out for motorcycles that have not been in the driving mix over the winter months. 

IDOT also encourages intermediate and experienced motorcycle riders to take advantage of the safety courses that are offered throughout the state. These courses provide an excellent opportunity to brush up on motorcycle safety. In 2008, IDOT’s Division of Traffic Safety will be offering a total of 15,961 slots in its Cycle Rider Safety Training Program (CRSTP), which is marking its 32nd year in operation. These courses are held at 60 locations throughout Illinois. The new intermediate course is offered through Southern Illinois University. It is designed for people who already know how to ride but may not have a license. CRSTP is supported through motorcycle license and registration fees. Classes are free to any Illinois resident 16 years of age or older who holds a valid driver’s license or permit. For additional information on course locations and schedules, go to www.dot.state.il.us/cycle2.html. 

The Illinois Department of Transportation urges every motorist on the road to be on the lookout for motorcycle riders and to “Share the Road” with them.
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