It’s summertime. More people are taking vacations, long weekends, traveling to theme parks, carnivals and other fun events than any other time of year. While you are enjoying your family and friends during this vacation season, remember to always first consider safety. During the celebration, make sure you don’t drink and drive, wear your safety belts, and remember that the only thing you should be doing while driving is driving in order to get to your destinations safely.

IDOT wants you to be a partner as we strive to achieve a tough but attainable goal that Governor Blagojevich has charged the agency with accomplishing. The governor’s mandate to IDOT is to reduce the number of motor vehicle fatalities to 1000 or less over the next three years. How can you become a partner? By making the commitment to drive safely, always buckle your safety belts, and properly restrain your children every time you get into a car.

We are already making strides toward this accomplishment. In 2004, 1,356 individuals unfortunately lost their lives on Illinois roads. That is a tragedy. However through enhanced public awareness, outreach, and law enforcement efforts, that is the lowest number of fatal crash victims since 1943. While we are saddened for the families and friends who lost loved ones, we are encouraged that fewer people are losing their lives in these crashes.

Earlier this year, IDOT’s Division of Traffic Safety (DTS) had the pleasure of hosting more than 300 traffic safety professionals, advocates, and law enforcement officers at the 2005 Illinois Lifesavers Conference in Springfield. This was a wonderful event that allowed individuals with the common goal of saving lives an opportunity to network and learn from each other. It also was a chance to award Top Cops for their incredibly high DUI arrests, traffic safety organizations for their commitment, and our very own Dr. Mehdi Nassirpour, DTS research and evaluation chief, who won the Director’s Award for Traffic Safety.

Many who attended Lifesavers left the conference feeling rejuvenated and spoke of an ability to move forward with greater commitment than when they came. Commitment on behalf of stepped up law enforcement was demonstrated shortly thereafter. This year, more than 3,000 safety belt enforcement zones were conducted throughout Illinois during the Memorial Day “Click it or Ticket” mobilization with a focus on rural roads, which account for 40 percent of Illinois’ traffic fatalities. In addition, during the Fourth of July holiday 800 enforcement zones focused on impaired driving by promoting the You Drink You Drive. You Lose.

As IDOT moves forward with a very exciting safety agenda which includes the work being done on the Comprehensive Highway Safety Plan (focuses on the four Es Enforcement, Education, Engineering, and Emergency Medical Services) and the Alcohol Abuse Task Force which focuses its efforts on all facets of alcohol abuse including driving impaired, we need your help to be successful in our efforts to save lives. Make the commitment…Be a Lifesaver!
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