At times we are so busy performing the duties of our job, and serving the citizens of Illinois that our successes have the potential of eluding us. Let me take a minute to recognize the achievements of the Division of Traffic Safety (DTS) staff and their partners including having the lowest motor vehicle fatality rate since 1924. Other safety related 2006 successes include:

FATALITY AND INJURY DECREASE
• In 2006 there were 1254 motor vehicle fatalities on Illinois roadways. This is 109 less than the   
  2005 fatality rate of 1363.
• The safety belt usage rate increased from 76% in 2003 to 88% in June 2006, an increase of   
  12%. This increase can be directly attributed to the signing of the primary safety belt law by
  Governor Blagojevich. As a result, lives have been saved and injuries have been prevented.

SAFETY BELT USAGE
• Illinois safety belt usage rate moves to 88 percent—highest rate since 1943. Also, for the
  first time, IDOT teamed up with Missouri and Iowa and the Illinois State Police for the largest 
  safety belt enforcement mobilization in Illinois history.
• More than 5,000 safety belt enforcement zones and 1,400 saturation patrols were held during 
  the 2006 Memorial Day holiday. In addition, a large paid and earned media campaign was held  
  in conjunction with the mobilization. Special thanks to the Occupant Protection Coordinators 
  and the Law Enforcement Liaisons for their extra efforts put into this successful campaign.

IMPAIRED DRIVING
• Based on NHTSA’s 2005 data, alcohol-related fatalities in Illinois decreased from 45% in 2004 
  to 43% in 2005.
• The aggressive alcohol and safety belt campaigns: “You Drink & Drive. You Lose” and “Click It 
  or Ticket” contributed to the decrease.

SUCCESSFUL LABOR DAY IMPAIRED DRIVING CAMPAIGN
• 200 Road Side Safety Checks (62 ISP and 138 local agencies)
• 636 DUI arrests
• 3,788 speeding violations
• 2,301 safety belt citations
• 144 child safety seat citations
• 144 felony arrests
• 237 fugitives apprehended

TRACING ALCOHOL IN ILLINOIS
• The TRAIL program was designed by Governor Blagojevich’s Alcohol Abuse Task Force to 
  help police find the source of alcohol which contributed to the death or injury of underage 
  drinkers.
• IDOT funded TRAIL with a $100,000 grant that allows police to send a team of investigators
  to begin tracking the source of alcohol within an hour after the incident.
• The program began in Sangamon and Jackson counties in August and Kane
  and McHenry counties in October 2006.
FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK
IMPAIRED DRIVING SUMMIT
• DTS held the first statewide summit dedicated to impaired driving issues. Influential
  speakers from across the country addressed the summit sharing their expertise on
  this deadly issue.
• Over 100 attendees from law enforcement, medical, judicial and community leaders
  shared knowledge, skills and concepts to combat the rise of impaired driving fatalities.

INCREASED FEDERAL FUNDING FOR HIGHWAY SAFETY PROJECTS
FY 06 FY 07
• Local Projects $9,455,472 $16,400,031
• State Agency Projects $4,347,900 $6,906,700
• DTS Initiatives $6,095,000 $8,501,100
• Total Programmed $20,529,843 $31,807,831

IDOT AND SECRETARY OF STATE (SOS)
• IDOT and SOS reached an agreement to link drivers’ license information with motor vehicle 
  data to Traffic Safety’s Crash Information System.
• This will allow DTS to process crash reports in a faster and more accurate manner.

RACIAL PROFILING
• The DTS is preparing for new legislative requirements effecting Racial Profiling.
• Racial Profiling Law was extended to 2010.
• The new law requires:
  Data to be submitted to IDOT twice a year;
  Contraband to be identified and quantified; and
  More information on consent searches.

STATEWIDE CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY SUMMIT
• Over 250 attendees participated as a representative from the National Safe Kids
  organization presented new qualifications and requirements for technicians.
• Representatives from the major child safety seat manufacturers were on hand to
  showcase new improvements with child safety seats.

These initiatives demonstrate the commitment of individuals from various agencies, organizations and communities who come together with the common goal of striving to save lives. Congratulations to all and keep-up the excellent work.
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