Secretary’s Desk

Traffic patterns change with every season.   As summer once again transitions into fall, we can look forward to all of the changes that go along with this time of year.  Besides the changing leaves, harvesting crops, stormy weather and the first frost are also on the horizon.  As you change your wardrobe from summer to fall, remember traffic patterns are changing too.  

While farm equipment, school children and school buses have joined the roadways, don’t forget motorcycles, bicycles and pedestrians are still in the traffic mix too.  Farmers are harvesting their crops and we must share the road with them.  School children can be difficult to see and their behavior can be unpredictable, so be alert in school zones.  Prepare for children crossing, loading and unloading school buses.  School buses make frequent stops, so allow extra travel time during school hours.  Know the school bus laws.  Obey the stop arm and the 20 mile per hour school zone speed limit when children are present.  Paying close attention to motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists is one way to ensure that everyone makes it to and from their destination safely. 

Remember, many teen drivers are on the road for the first time travelling to and from school as we head towards winter, the treacherous time of the year.  Give ample space and time for them to make safe driving decisions.  Safety begins with you, so set a good example and pass along safe driving habits to our future generations.  Most importantly, be patient with our young drivers because impatience can kill you and others.  

Autumn festivals and Thanksgiving are events we look forward to.  They are times of celebration that often involve drinking.  As you head to your Thanksgiving celebration, remember it is a time to give thanks for our blessings; not a time to watch those blessings come to an end because of excessive drinking.  Celebrate in moderation and with caution.

Watch for the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety media campaigns.  They are sober reminders of the consequences for disobeying traffic laws.  Heightened law enforcement will be present for those who do not hear our message.  Impaired driving crackdowns, speed and safety-belt enforcement are always around the corner making our roadways safer by pulling dangerous drivers off the roads.

We must all work together to reduce traffic fatalities by following a few simple rules.
Don’t drive distracted, never drink and drive, always buckle up and prepare for the unexpected. 

Slow down this fall season so you may enjoy many more.

