Fall/Winter 2008

It is hard to believe we are already midway through the school year. The holidays are just around the corner and even though school has been in session for almost a complete semester, we must remember we are still sharing the roadways every day with two million school children. Do not let the holiday rush, with all its distractions, keep you from focusing on school zone safety. It remains important for drivers and children to be extra aware around schools and school buses. We must all work together to keep our children safe during the holiday season by continuing to follow a few simple rules:

• Motorists should increase their awareness when entering school zones and always obey the 
  20 mph school zone speed limit when children are present. Do not pass other vehicles and be 
  on the lookout at all times for pedestrians and bicyclists in school zones.
• Children should be reminded to avoid the danger zone around school buses and to be extra 
  careful when crossing in front of a school bus. It is important for them to make eye contact with
  their school bus driver so they know for sure that the driver sees them.
• School bus drivers must remember that school bus safety begins with them. If they do not 
  remain focused and alert, a momentary lapse in concentration could result in tragedy.
  Drivers must keep in mind, “Buses cannot think, kids do not think, YOU (the driver) MUST
  THINK.”

Reminder: Effective January 1, 2009, Public Act 95-0756 requires school bus drivers to open both the service door and the driver’s window before crossing railroad tracks.

From all of us at the Illinois Department of Transportation, have a safe and healthy holiday season and do not forget school is still in session!
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