Illinois currently has its lowest motor vehicle fatality rate since 1924. There are many components that go into keeping our roads safe. Clearly the engineering and design aspects are critical and probably the most notable. On the cover of this issue of CAUTION! Magazine we want to highlight the roles that education, media and enforcement play.

EDUCATION - This includes educating the public on all aspects of traffic safety initiatives and laws including the dangers of impaired driving, the importance of safety belts, child passenger safety, school bus safety and motorcycle and motor carrier safety. The Illinois Department of
Transportation, Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) provides the general public, at no charge, a variety of educational materials to promote traffic safety. Events, meetings and conferences are also held to educate the public, community leaders and grassroot organizations.

MEDIA - Paid media is a necessary component of any successful public relations campaign.
The concept is simple – paid media strongly reinforces the perception that you will get a ticket if you don’t obey the law. The National Highway Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA) is committed to paid advertising because Illinois and other states have proven it to be highly effective.

Utilization of federal safety dollars for paid media has been a successful endeavor by DTS.
Beginning in the 1960’s the safety belt message has been disseminated to the motoring public through public service announcements, educational/informational brochures and through promotional items. The Click It or Ticket campaign has been extremely successful. Illinois currently is at an all-time high of 90.1 percent for front seat occupants wearing safety belts. This is an excellent achievement which stands among the highest usage rates among other states.

ENFORCEMENT - During the Memorial Day “Click It or Ticket” mobilization, motorists saw more than 3,600 safety belt enforcement zones statewide, with almost 700 enforcement zones held after dark. IDOT/DTS and Illinois State Police partnered with more than 300 local police agencies to conduct the largest nighttime safety belt enforcement effort in Illinois. In 1966 Congress passed the Highway Safety Act, which established the Section 402 Highway Safety Program. The Section 402 program is a grant program which provides funds for local communities and state agencies to coordinate highway safety countermeasures aimed at reducing highway crashes and resulting deaths and injuries.

Among those areas that offer the greatest potential for improving highway safety, NHTSA and the Federal Highway Administration identified occupant protection, alcohol countermeasures, police traffic services, traffic records, motorcycle safety, bicycle and pedestrian safety, roadway safety, safe communities and speed control.

Through the collaborative efforts of IDOT/DTS staff, community leaders, personnel from other agencies and the dedicated members of grass root organizations, the tools of education, media and enforcement come to life and play a vital role in traffic safety.
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