During difficult times, we, as a country, continually pull together to lend a helping hand to one another. With Hurricane Katrina, it is no different. Recent news coverage of Katrina’s aftermath provides us with story after story of communities opening their hearts and homes to aid the Gulf Coast survivors. Governor Rod R. Blagojevich and the state of Illinois’ relief efforts have included:

• sending an emergency medical team;
• sending the Illinois National Guard, firefighters and equipment;
• offering Illinois residents, displaced from their college or university, a chance to continue their   
  education at an Illinois community college;
• opening Illinois public schools to displaced children;
• dispatching an 11-member Incident Management Team (IMT) to support Mississippi 
  emergency management personnel;
• setting-up hotlines making it easier for the public to help hurricane victims;
• and opening our doors to 5,000 to 10,000 hurricane victims. For a more detailed list of related 
  press releases visit the state of Illinois website at http://www.illinois.gov/katrina/releases.cfm.

I’m proud to add that personnel from the Illinois Department of Transportation have provided support to the State Emergency Operations Center in helping transport hurricane victims since September 1, 2005. Additionally, we have been involved with:

• transporting tables and chairs for use at the receiving locations;
• assisting passengers;
• cleaning and tearing down the airport reception areas;
• coordinating bus transportation and airport services;
• coordinating passenger bus pick-ups and airplane flights. The buses were used to transport people from arriving flights at O’Hare, MidAmerica and Rockford airports to temporary lodging provided by the Department of Human Services until permanent apartments could be arranged.
• sending personnel who worked sixteen hour shifts when the State Emergency Operations 
  Center was activated;
• utilizing IDOT trucks to transport supplies for the Illinois Law Enforcement contingent working 
  in New Orleans;
• granting hours of service relief to trucks hauling fuel; and
• granting concurrences of movement for trucks weighing up to 95,000 pounds, 14 feet in width 
  and 100 feet in length, carrying needed supplies and equipment.

Other state agencies are offering their assistance as well in the recovery and clean-up efforts in the Gulf Coast and to the victims arriving in Illinois. Each of us can make a difference. For links and information on how you can help, please visit our State of Illinois website at http://www.illinois.gov/. Your contributions are much appreciated during this time of great need.
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