CAUTION! Slow down and carefully take notice of IDOT’s new quarterly publication. This new magazine highlights safety initiatives, events, educational opportunities, and our efforts to be accountable to the citizens of Illinois through statewide safety programming and outreach. In this inaugural issue you will find our feature story on School Bus Safety to increase awareness of motorists, pedestrians, and students now that the school year is under way. Also in this issue, is information on the state’s mobilization crackdown on impaired driving and the importance of safety belt usage as we celebrate lives saved because individuals buckled up. 

Safe transportation is a priority for the State of Illinois. Under the direction of Governor Rod Blagojevich, a reorganization of the Division of Traffic Safety is expected to bring more accountability and commitment to Illinois residents. CAUTION! is an opportunity to demonstrate the department’s ongoing efforts to do just that. IDOT has submitted the annual Highway Safety Plan (HSP) to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) with a new emphasis on rural initiatives, occupant protection, an aggressive community outreach agenda and tougher enforcement efforts to stem the rise in alcohol-related traffic fatalities and crashes.

Annually, the department distributes millions of dollars in federal funding to grantees that administer safety projects outlined in the HSP.  As the U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta expects state transportation departments to be data driven and safety focused, we believe our local grantees should be likewise. They will be expected to produce quantifiable data that shows they are making a difference in the lives of Illinois residents. As we look to decrease costs associated with the administration of safety projects, our goal is to increase behavioral and attitudinal change related to impaired driving, occupant protection/child passenger safety and pedestrian issues.

As readers proceed with “Caution!,” along the way you will find highlights on the work of our grantees in communities, tips and resources, and public safety initiatives that are designed to save lives. We hope you enjoy the trip.
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