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The Chicago Pedestrian Safety Initiative

As Chicago thaws out from another cold winter, we will once again see the city in bloom. Birds will sing, buds will sprout and inevitably the good people of Chicago will come out of hibernation to soak up the sun and enjoy the city at its best. As we make our way into the streets, we will find people traveling the city in a variety of ways - in motor vehicles - from SUV’s to vintage scooters - wheeled apparatuses like rollerblades and bicycles, and especially on their feet.

Though Chicago is fortunate to have a transportation network that accommodates multiple modes of travel, the Chicago Department of Transportation’s Pedestrian Program is encouraging residents to take advantage of travel that is fun, free and healthy - walking. Thanks to funding from IDOT, the Chicago Pedestrian Safety Initiative provides programming like Mayor Daley’s Safe Routes Ambassadors and Safe Routes for Seniors to communities throughout the city. These programs encourage children, adults and seniors to incorporate walking into their daily routine and provide them with the tools to safely navigate the streets alongside cars, buses and bicycles. Walking allows people to connect with their community both environmentally and socially, costs nothing and is as simple as throwing on a pair of shoes. Walking is also a viable form of exercise for the very young, seniors and everyone in between.

While we will all be thrilled to take in the sights and sounds around us free from the obstruction of oversized coats and scarves wrapped to our eyes, we must remember that more people on the street means more chances for collisions between folks traveling from place to place. Regardless of how we choose to get around this spring, there are a few simple things we can all do to ensure our safety and the safety of others.

TIPS FOR PEDESTRIANS
• Always stop, look both ways and behind for moving vehicles before ever entering the street.
• Always cross at the crosswalk.
• Remember to wear light colored clothing or reflective gear when walking at night.

TIPS FOR MOTORISTS
• Always yield to pedestrians in crosswalks.
• Always go the speed limit (your chances of seriously injuring or killing someone increases
  with speed).
• Do not use your cell phone while driving. Focus on your safety and the safety of others.
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