Spring 2009

Pedestrian Safety in Illinois
Depending on how you look at it, 2008 was either a very good year or a very bad year for pedestrians in Illinois. Preliminary numbers indicate that 133 pedestrians were killed in Illinois last year, down 39 from the 172 killed in 2007. While this is the lowest number of pedestrian fatalities in the last 14 years, it is still too many!

This 23 percent decline in pedestrian fatalities is slightly better than the overall 16 percent decline in fatalities on Illinois roadways where total fatalities fell from 1,248 in 2007 to 1,043 in 2008. Although this is an 84 year low for overall fatalities, we must do better.

Two new efforts that are underway to try and increase pedestrian safety in Chicago should help reduce crashes involving vehicles and pedestrians. With a grant from the Illinois Department of Transportation's, Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS), the Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) and the Chicago Police Department (CPD) are enforcing crosswalk laws in an effort to make motorists more aware of pedestrian rights and vulnerability. The initial pilot effort in the spring of 2008, a joint venture with the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation, CDOT, CPD and IDOT/DTS, garnered significant press coverage at local and national levels. After two high-visibility enforcement details where no citations were issued (with the press there in force) the Chicago Pedestrian Safety held eight additional enforcement details. CPD will provide $118,000 during the current fiscal year for pedestrian crosswalk enforcement details in an effort to educate motorists and pedestrians on crosswalk issues.

The second project, just getting underway, is a National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) funded project designed to study nighttime pedestrian crashes and suggest mitigation efforts to reduce these crashes. Dr. Ron Van Houston of Western Michigan University is the lead researcher for the project. Dr. Van Houston and his team will work closely with IDOT/DTS, CDOT, CPD and NHTSA to find cost-effective ways to increase pedestrian safety in an urban environment.

For more information about pedestrian issues in Chicago, contact Kiersten Grove, Chicago
Department of Transportation, Pedestrian Program Coordinator at (312) 744-5718, or e-mail:
Kiersten.Grove@cityofchicago.org.
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