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MAY 2007 CLICK IT OR TICKET CAMPAIGN

Since 2003, Illinois Department of Transportation’s, Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) along with state and local law enforcement agencies, has been working to increase safety belt use throughout the state of Illinois. During the last four years, Illinois has seen a rise in safety belt usage rate from 76.2 percent to 90.1 percent as a result of passing a primary belt law on
July 3, 2003 and several safety belt campaigns, such as Click it or Ticket (CIOT) which is a highly-visible, massive enforcement effort designed to detect violators of Illinois traffic laws with special emphasis on occupant protection. As a result of these efforts, an additional 113 lives were saved and 3,480 injuries were prevented. Local police departments and Illinois State
Police participated in major safety belt campaigns to increase safety belt use through enforcement, education and public awareness campaigns. These campaigns have primarily focused on daylight hours (6:00am-9:00 pm). As we know from the previous studies
(e.g., NHTSA, 2006), the safety belt usage rate is significantly lower among nighttime (9:00 pm-6:00 am) motorists than that among daytime motorists. For example in 2006, more than 15,000 passenger vehicle occupants died in traffic crashes between 6:00 pm and 5:59 am and about 59 percent of those killed were NOT wearing their safety belts. The proportion of unbuckled deaths at night is considerably higher than during the day. Based on the Fatality Analysis
Reporting System (FARS) data, a disproportionately higher rate of fatal crashes occur at night primarily due to non-belt use and other high risk driving behaviors, such as impaired driving, speeding, red light running and driving too fast for conditions.

In May 2007 during the CIOT campaign, the states in the Great Lakes Region started focusing on nighttime safety belt enforcement activities. All the participating state and local agencies within six states (Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Minnesota, and Wisconsin) were required to conduct at least one night safety belt enforcement activity on May 24, 2007. During this campaign, about 10 percent of the enforcement activities in Illinois were conducted at night. Although the effectiveness of the daytime enforcement activities were well documented both at the state and national levels (Evaluation Report 2007 at www.dot.il.gov/trafficsafety/tsevaluation.html), the nighttime safety belt enforcement has not been extensively evaluated. For the first time, last May, the Evaluation Unit within the DTS designed and conducted pre-observational and post observational surveys within the selected safety belt enforcement sites at night to determine the effect of nighttime enforcement activities on the belt usage rate.

The main objectives were to:

1. Determine the safety belt usage rate at night;
2. Measure the impact of the May CIOT campaign on the nighttime safety belt usage rate through pre/post safety belt surveys.

During the first two weeks of May 2007, observations were made at 15 sites, once during the day between 7:00 am-6:30 pm and again at night between 9:00 pm and 11:00 pm during the same day. The daytime and the nighttime surveys were conducted again immediately following the May – June 2007 CIOT high-visibility enforcement program. The determination of these 15 observational sites was based on the following criteria:

1. Safety belt enforcement zones were conducted around these sites
2. Sites had adequate light for observation at night.
3. There was a high volume of traffic in these sites
4. The daytime survey was conducted between 7:00 am - 6:30 pm when the light was adequate   
    for observation and the nighttime survey was conducted between 8:00 pm -11:00 pm.
5. The survey observations were restricted to front seat occupants (drivers and passengers) of 
    cars, sport utility vehicles, taxis, vans and pickup trucks.
6. Only the use of a shoulder harness was observed since vehicles passed an observation point 
    without stopping.

RESULTS

Figure 1 shows safety belt survey results for both daytime and nighttime during the pre- and post-campaign. During the pre-campaign survey, there were 13,056 observations during the day and 7,417 observations during the night. After the statewide campaign (media and enforcement) a total of 13,991 occupants observed during the day and 7,820 occupants observed during the night.

Overall, during the pre- and post-campaign, the nighttime usage rate was lower than the daytime usage rate (83.5 percent versus 87.4 percent during pre-campaign and 89.7 percent versus 92.0 percent during post-campaign); significant differences of 3.9 and 2.3 percentage points respectively. As expected the post campaign usage rate difference between nighttime and daytime was smaller than that of the pre-campaign usage rate difference. Safety belt usage rate was lower at night than during the day across passenger cars and pickup trucks during the pre-CIOT and post-CIOT campaign. This pattern of low usage rate was observed for both drivers and passengers.

The safety belt use figures reported here cannot necessarily be considered descriptive of the entire state of Illinois. The survey is not based on a probabilistic design since there was no weighting of the site-by-site results, necessary to make the data representative of the whole state. However, there is similarity of the current findings to a representative daytime and nighttime safety belt use study conducted in other states such as Connecticut and New Mexico, suggesting that the findings may mirror what is taking place in Illinois. Overall, Illinois has made a significant progress with CIOT but progress has slowed.

There is a strong relationship between safety belt non-use and alcohol impaired driving. Based on the previous studies, we know that daytime efforts to increase belt use are not as effective as nighttime efforts to increase belt use.

PLAN FOR 2008 MAY MOBILIZATION
• Expand High-Visibility Enforcement (HVE) during the major belt and alcohol mobilization.
• Focus on pickup truck occupants since they tend to have a lower belt use as compared to 
  Passenger car occupants.
• Expand the nighttime enforcement activities (from 10 percent to at least 25 percent).
• Expand the number of roadside safety checks.

For more information on all mobilizations and other traffic safety evaluation reports visit our website at http://www.dot.il.gov/trafficsafety/tsevaluation.html.
If you have any additional questions or need further information, please contact Mehdi Nassirpour at (217)785-8905 or email at mehdi.nassirpour@illinois.gov.
By Mehdi Nassirpour, Ph.D., Evaluation Unit, DTS
