Summer 2005 State Kicks Off Largest Safety Belt Enforcement Effort

Click it or Ticket!” Governor Blagojevich put motorists on notice that safety belt usage in Illinois is a priority and if people choose to disobey the law, police will be out in full-force handing out tickets. State and local law enforcement agencies partnered with IDOT over the Memorial Day weekend to set up the largest safety belt enforcement effort ever conducted in Illinois. This year, motorists were made aware of more than 3,000 safety belt enforcement zones throughout Illinois during the Memorial Day “Click it or Ticket” mobilization which takes place one week before, during, and after the holiday.

At an event in Chicago, Transportation Secretary Tim Martin and State Police Director Larry Trent explained that the Memorial Day mobilization specifically focuses on the state’s rural roads, which account for 40 percent of Illinois’ traffic fatalities. IDOT and ISP held similar events in O’Fallon, Springfield, Peoria and Rockford. During the press conferences, Saved By the Safety Belt awards were given to several individuals who survived crashes because they chose to wear their safety belts.

“This Memorial Day, more than 30-million people across the country packed up their cars and hit the road to enjoy a long weekend. The single most important way to protect yourself and your family in the car is buckling up,” said Governor Blagojevich. “In 2003, we changed the law in Illinois, giving police the authority to stop motorists for not wearing their safety belt. As a result, we’re seeing more people than ever wearing their safety belt. But, we must remain vigilant. That’s why we launched this intense effort to make sure people stay safe while traveling during the holiday weekend.”

The safety belt enforcement zones that were part of the Memorial Day mobilization represent an increase of 50 percent over the previous largest enforcement in 2000. This year, Illinois placed special emphasis on rural communities during the mobilization because they make up a disproportionate number of traffic fatalities, compared to more populated areas. Nationally in 2003, 65 percent of fatal crashes occurred on rural roads; and in Illinois, crashes on rural roads made up 40 percent of all fatalities.

“The most simple thing you can do to save your life in a car crash is to buckle up, and while Illinois is making some major strides in increasing compliance, there are still a lot of people out there that just don’t get it,” IDOT Secretary Timothy W. Martin said. “In an effort to meet the Governor’s goal of 1000 or fewer traffic fatalities by the end of 2008, we have to get more people buckling up. I think we sent a strong message out to the public with more than
3,000 seat belt enforcement zones during this May mobilization period.”
