Summer 2005 State Agencies Join in Partnership to Keep Kids Safe
by Matt Vanover

For the second year in a row, IDOT, the Department of Human Services and Illinois State Police are teaming up with 21st Century Insurance in a public safety partnership to reduce auto fatalities and injuries to children by conducting safety checks and giving out free safety seats at a series of events around the state.

“In order to keep your family safe while driving, you have to buckle up your kids and their safety seat must be properly installed,” Governor Blagojevich said in announcing the initiative. “It’s a sad statistic, but a majority of car seats are improperly installed. This partnership between our state agencies and 21st Century will help parents make sure their kids are buckled in right.”

Certified child safety seat technicians and State Troopers will be staffing each of the events.
Motorists have the opportunity to have their safety seats checked for compliance with the state law that was strengthened by Governor Blagojevich starting in 2004. If necessary, old, broken and recalled car seats will be replaced free of charge on a first-come, first-serve basis, thanks to the sponsorship of 21st Century Insurance.

"All of us at 21st are proud to be teaming up with the state of Illinois on this critically important consumer safety and education campaign," said Joyce Prager, 21st Century Insurance assistant vice president for community relations. "We understand the tragedy of auto crashes. We want to help parents make sure their children are safe.”

At a series of nine events in 2004, safety technicians conducted 434 inspections: 166 seats were discarded because they were recalled, broken or damaged and 309 seats were donated by 21st Century. In addition, the company donated 500 car seats to the Governor’s Keep our Kids Warm and Safe initiative. These are being distributed to low-income families throughout Illinois through referrals made by DHS.

The child safety seat campaign is part of Illinois’ overall traffic safety goal of reducing traffic deaths to 1,000 or less by end of 2008. According to provisional data, the number of children aged 0-9 years who died in traffic crashes dropped by 12.5% in 2004 from 2003. 

In 2003, the Governor signed legislation that requires all children younger than age eight to be properly secured in a child restraint seat. Infants have to be in a safety seat facing toward the rear, toddlers should be securely strapped into a seat facing forward, and older children should be in booster seats that allow them to use a shoulder harness safely.

IDOT’s involvement in the program is coordinated by Carla Kelly, an outreach coordinator in the Office of External Affairs in District 2 and Jahari Piersol statewide occupancy protection coordinator.

Kelly said that the vast majority of parents and caretakers who participate are shocked to find that they are not properly using child safety seats. “They are always very thankful when they stop and get instruction on how to properly install the seats and how to properly strap a child in,” Kelly said.

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, motor vehicle accidents are the leading cause of death for children. Research shows that 96% of parents believe their children are properly buckled in their safety seats, yet data from actual inspections show that 73% of the children riding in child safety seats are improperly restrained. What’s more, 71% of traffic fatalities and 66% of injuries could be prevented if every car seats was used appropriately and properly.


