Summer 2005 New Coordinator Takes Occupancy Protection to the Next Level
by Jahari E. Piersol

Isaac Newton once said, “he has seen further by  Standing on the shoulders of giants.” Illinois is by no means short of traffic safety “giants.” The able guidance of my traffic safety mentors has led me into my current position as the state Occupant Protection Coordinator. I sincerely THANK YOU for paving the way, passing the laws, doing the research, breaking the barriers, hoisting me up and allowing me to take Occupant Protection in Illinois to the next level. I look forward to working further with you and forging new bonds throughout the state with traffic safety advocates and partners.

In the next year, Child Passenger Safety (CPS) will be revamped in Illinois by dividing the three existing regions into seven regions with seven Regional Occupant Protection Coordinators. There will be three regions in the north, two in central Illinois and two in southern Illinois to better serve the public’s needs. Regional Occupant Protection Coordinators will focus more intently on child passenger safety from birth to age 18. In the next year, we will also hold quarterly CPS Summits to address and resolve ongoing concerns of the CPS community. The summits will serve as a forum to bring in national experts and chip away at the CPS wish list.

The Division of Traffic Safety (DTS) has set a new goal of 90% safety belt compliance in Illinois. With your help, we can reach that next milestone and continue to save lives on Illinois’ roadways. Click-It or Ticket is moving full speed ahead. New this year, NHTSA has implemented a Rural Safety Belt Initiative. Research supports that rural areas have twice the fatality rate of motor vehicle occupants than urban environments; however, traffic safety funding and enforcement in rural areas fall short.

It is exciting to address these necessary issues as we work to have a reduction in fatalities by striving for 90% statewide safety belt compliance. Other interesting developments in Occupant Protection – Mike Stout, will become the first Director in the history of DTS to be trained as a CPS Technician along with several top staff members. I warmly welcome them to the CPS Community and look forward to working with all of you as we reach 90% safety belt compliance.



