Summer 2005 Looking Beyond the Safety Belt
by Steven R. Casstevens, Assistant Chief of Police Chair - IACP Traffic Committee

Recently an officer made a traffic stop for a motorist not wearing a safety belt. The stop resulted in the arrest of the driver for driving on a revoked license – a felony, based on the driving history. The driver was also wanted on a warrant for a prior DUI and two other warrants for prior revoked license arrests. This arrest also resulted in the seizure of the vehicle for possible forfeiture proceedings.

In another recent case an officer stopped a motorist for not wearing a safety belt. The driver had no driver’s license, no insurance, and was wanted on five outstanding warrants for obstructing, felony retail theft and DUI.

Cases such as these occur every day in Illinois by good officers who are doing their jobs while enforcing the mandatory safety belt law. For years we have read study after study and have preached that “routine” traffic stops often lead to other things. We have shown that officers who make stops for safety belt violations often recover weapons, drugs, evidence of other crimes and continually arrest drivers and passengers on a variety of charges.

To further illustrate this message and to recognize those officers who “go the extra mile” the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police is unveiling the

Looking Beyond The Safety Belt program. This program is designed to recognize individual officers whose observations and investigative skills during a traffic stop based on a safety belt violation has resulted in the discovery of a crime, recovery of evidence, or arrest of criminals. All too often we fail to recognize the hard work of our officers, deputies and troopers who are out there every day making our streets and highways safer for everyone. These officers are not treating a safety belt violation as routine. They are using their observations skills, asking questions, realizing that this stop may be more than just a safety belt violation. These are the law enforcement officers that we wish to commend and recognize.

The program is coordinated by the IACP Traffic Committee, and the guidelines and application for this program can be obtained by sending an e-mail to the Committee Chair at steven.Casstevens@hoffmanestates.org. Applications for the 2004 program were due in Springfield by June 30th. The top three entries will be recognized at the Traffic Safety
Challenge awards breakfast at the IACP summer conference in August. Applications for 2005 traffic stops must be submitted by April 15, 2006, which is the same as the due date for the Traffic Safety Challenge.

AN  ILLINOIS  LAW ENFORCEMENT  RECOGNITION  PROGRAM
The Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) announces the “Looking Beyond The Safety Belt” awards program. This program was established to recognize law enforcement officers whose observations during a traffic stop based on a safety belt violation, resulted in the discovery of evidence of a crime and/or apprehension of criminals. Case histories submitted by law enforcement agencies help substantiate the importance of traffic stops as a tool in uncovering other crimes. 

All too often we think of traffic stops as being “routine” while clearly they are not. Each and every day, law enforcement officers apprehend fugitives and recover evidence of other crimes based on traffic stops for “routine” violations. The IACP supports the enforcement of the state’s primary safety belt law and encourages officers to take enforcement action in their jurisdictions.

ENTRY RULES
1. All entries submitted for the Looking Beyond The Safety Belt award program must be based   
   on traffic stops made by law enforcement officers where the probable cause for the stop was   
   based on a violation of the Illinois safety belt law or local ordinance.

2. Each entry must include a cover letter on original department letterhead from the agency 
    head or his/her designee.

3. Each entry must be based on a traffic stop made during the previous calendar year.

4. All entries and supporting data become the property of the IACP and will not be returned.

5. A panel of judges selected by the IACP Traffic Committee will review all entries and will 
   determine the top three winners each year. The decisions of the judging team are final.

6. Winners will be notified by mail and will be recognized at the Traffic Safety Challenge Awards
    ceremony at the IACP summer conference in August.

7. The IACP reserves the right to publish the names and photographs of the winners and their
    agencies as part of the statewide campaign.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT THE IACP TRAFFIC COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS:
ASSISTANT CHIEF STEVEN CASSTEVENS, HOFFMAN ESTATES POLICE
LIEUTENANT PAUL RIZZO, SCHAUMBURG POLICE – 847-348-7277
