Summer 2005 IDOT Takes Life-Saving Message to Chicago Auto Show
by Jim Boratyn

The Chicago Auto Show rolled into town and IDOT crews were on the scene. For the first time in the history of the Illinois Department of Transportation, IDOT took the opportunity to showcase a variety of safety programs at the 2005 Chicago Auto Show. One of the most poignant messages came from 17-year-old Jessica Bacon whose crashed car was on display. While her car was totaled by the damages from the collision, Jessica walked away with only minor injuries because she used a safety belt. The “You Drink & Drive. You Lose” campaign allowed participants an opportunity to experience how judgment is altered by wearing a pair of goggles that simulate intoxication. Giant blood alcohol content calculators provided sobering insight into just how little alcohol is needed to become legally intoxicated.

The department also used this event to unveil the Remote Flagger. This device allows road workers to instruct vehicles from a safe distance via a remote device. Utilizing federal funding, IDOT purchased 20 Remote Flagger Stations. It is hoped that this pilot project will compliment current Work Zone Safety efforts and keep workers further out of harm’s way. During the event, Secretary Martin, along with the Illinois State Police discussed the importance of Child Passenger safety during a joint news conference. They emphasized the importance of child
passenger seats in automobiles. It is anticipated over one million people passed by the IDOT exhibit throughout the duration of the show.
