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Illinois is on a mission to reduce fatalities, injuries and the economic costs associated with motor vehicle crashes. You can help us reduce the number one killer of people between the ages of 4 to 34 by buckling up, every trip, every time. Motor vehicle crashes kill more people than cancer, heart disease or homicide.

The Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) and Illinois State Police (ISP) teamed up with more than 300 local police agencies to form the largest nighttime safety belt enforcement effort in Illinois. During the Memorial Day “Click It or Ticket” mobilization, motorists saw more than 3,600 safety belt enforcement zones statewide, with almost 700 enforcement zones held after dark.

The statewide Click It or Ticket enforcement effort began as IDOT/DTS and its traffic safety partners across the state worked to reach 90% safety belt compliance statewide. Motor vehicle fatalities fell below 1,300 for the first time since 1924. There were 100 less motor vehicle fatalities in 2006 than 2005. Studies have shown high-risk drivers buckle-up less at night. According to the National Highway Safety Administration, in 2005, nearly 60% of all motor vehicle occupants killed during the night were unbelted. At 90% safety belt compliance, an additional 37 lives would be saved and over 1,000 traumatic injuries prevented.

The goal of the Click It or Ticket program is not to give out tickets, but rather to influence people to buckle-up and prevent injuries and fatalities. Research proves that the certainty of a ticket and its associated costly fines convince people to “Click It.” Current law requires all drivers and front seat passengers to wear safety belts. The average cost for a critically injured survivor of a car crash is $1.1 million over a lifetime. This figure does not reflect the physical and psychological suffering of the victims and their families. A simple cost-effective means to prevent injury and fatalities to you and your family is to make sure everyone buckles up, every trip, every time. To join the campaign, please visit our website at
www.buckleupillinois.org.
By Jahari Piersol, State Occupant Protection Coordinator
Megan O’Conner, Assistant State Occupant Protection Coordinator
