Spring-Summer 2007 
CPS Conference

Nearly 250 Child Passenger Safety (CPS) technicians and instructors attended the statewide CPS conference held November 16, 2006 on the campus of the University of Illinois at Springfield. This conference, sponsored by the Illinois Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) and the SIU School of Medicine provided new and updated material for participants. Past IDOT Secretary Timothy Martin welcomed attendees to the conference which featured Kerry Chausmer, the National Certification Manager for Safe Kids who reviewed the new re-certification process for CPS technicians. This extremely valuable information was followed by presentations from safety seat and safety belt manufacturers as well as State Farm, ThinkFirst, NHTSA and the Special Needs Resource Center. A highlight of the afternoon was a visit from Senator John Cullerton, our CPS champion, who gave a brief history of CPS as well as an update on important occupant protection legislation pending in the Illinois General Assembly. Attendees browsed the fourteen exhibits and provided positive feedback for next year’s conference.

The Illinois Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS), Illinois Safe Kids and Illinois State Police (ISP) teamed up to promote and teach motorists about the proper use of child safety seats during the nationwide CPS Week, which ran from February 11-17 2007.

Illinois kicked off CPS Week on Sunday, February 11 by participating in the first annual National Seat Check Sunday. Throughout the state there were 33 safety seat inspection checkpoints hosted by IDOT/DTS, and staffed with over 250 certified child passenger safety technicians. DTS supported the event by providing child safety seats, pool noodles, clipboards, posters, flyers, pens and sweatshirts to each of the 33 checkpoints. The CPS technicians checked approximately 600 seats on Seat Check Sunday. Of those seats only 50 were installed correctly when they arrived at the checkpoint. About 150 child safety seats were replaced at this event as well.

The child safety campaign also included stepped up enforcement of the Illinois CPS Law by ISP and comes as the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) warned that motor vehicle crashes remain the number one killer of children aged 4 to 14.

According to NHTSA, 98 percent of America’s infants and 93 percent of children ages 1 to 3 are regularly restrained. However, only 10 to 20 percent of children ages 4 through 7 who should be using booster seats to protect them are actually in them. Children ages 4 to 8 who are placed in booster seats are 59 percent less likely to be injured in a car crash than children who are restrained only by a safety belt, according to a study by Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.
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