Spring-Summer 2006 Give a Boost of Safety!

Everyone knows that a baby needs to be in a car seat to be safe when traveling. Most people know that children ages 1 through 4 need to be in a car seat as well. But did you know that children need to be in a car or booster seat from age 4 until age 8? Research shows that most Americans are unaware of this. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has released information that indicates only 10-20% of children ages 4 to 8 who should be using booster seats are actually in them. Many parents are under the false impression that children who have outgrown child safety seats can move right into regular safety belts, but nothing could be further from the truth. It is of utmost importance that all children be properly restrained according to their size and age.

As children grow, how they sit safely in a car, truck, van or SUV changes. For maximum child passenger safety, parents and caregivers simply need to remember and follow the 4 Steps for Kids:

1. Use rear-facing infant seats in the back seat from birth to at least one year of age and
    weighing at least 20 pounds;
2. Use forward-facing toddler seats in the backseat from age one and 20 pounds to about age   
    four and weighing 40 pounds;
3. Use booster seats in the back seat from about age four to at least age eight—it is best if the 
    child remains in the booster seat until approximately 4 feet 9 inches tall;
4. Use safety belts in the back seat at age eight or older and taller than 4 feet 9 inches.

It is very important to remember that all children, under the age of 13, ride in the back seat.

Through research, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia has demonstrated that booster seats can reduce the risk of death by 59% for children between the ages of 4 through 8. Booster seats may be seen as an inconvenience by some parents or caregivers, so they decide to use the safety belt alone. Their children may contribute to this reluctance by complaining about being in a “babyseat”. But protecting the ones you love means getting past the temporary complaints and perceived hassles. Use a booster seat because you love them.

National Child Passenger Safety Week was celebrated February 12-19. The Illinois Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Safety (DTS) partnered with retailer K’s Merchandise to promote the important booster seat message. Regional Occupant Protection Coordinators created in-store displays and gave booster seat seminars at each of the 10 stores throughout the week.

In an effort to broaden the educational tools available to the public on the selection and use of child safety seats (including booster seats), DTS has enhanced their website. It offers information and links specific to each step of safe transportation of children. This website also offers a technician locator tool to help parents and caregivers find a certified Child Passenger Safety Technician in their area. The technician will provide assistance in the installation and use of child safety seats. Please visit us at www.buckleupillinois.org.

In Springfield, DTS has established a permanent car seat fitting station at 3215 Executive Park Drive to check child safety seat installations. Certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians will be available during the hours of 9 a.m. through 12 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Friday of every month. Please schedule an appointment by calling 217/558-0568. 

LET US HELP YOU KEEP YOUR CHILDREN SAFE!
By Jahari Piersol, State Occupant Protection Coordinator
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