2011 Occupant Protection Outreach

Outreach for the 2011 Occupant Protection program kicked off with two large events:  Chicago Auto Show and IHSA March Madness booths.  

The Child Passenger Safety (CPS) booth at the Chicago Auto Show ran from February 11 thru February 20, 2011 at the McCormick Place.  Traffic Safety Liaison (TSL), Robert Brasky, coordinated all aspects of the booth with the Chicago Automotive Trade Association.  A total of 123 CPS technicians staffed the booth throughout the show.   

Attendees received educational occupant protection materials, as well as participated in demonstrations using the dial-belts, child safety seats, dolls and even the children.  This was one of the busiest years at the Auto Show for the CPS Technicians with parents asking questions ranging from what age a child could get out of a booster seat to when their child can be turned around from rear to forward facing.  The Auto Show had the CPS booth listed on their website under events for each day and channel 5 Chicago promoted the booth. 

The IHSA girl’s basketball finals were held in Bloomington at the Redbird Arena on February 25-26 and March 4-5 and the boy’s basketball finals were held in Peoria at the Civic Center March 10-12 and 17-19.  TSL, Jessi Hopkins, coordinated the DTS booth along with the Illinois State Police and AAA Chicago.  Nearly 45 volunteers staffed the IDOT part of the booth throughout all 4 weekends.


While the booth was geared towards teenage drivers, the main focus was the AAA driving simulator utilizing three computer screens set up like a video game.  Using a steering wheel and pedals, participants learned about distracted driving.  As they were driving, the volunteers asked the teens to take out their cell phone and text a certain message.  This demonstrated how difficult it is to concentrate on the game while texting.  Attendees also received educational materials on safety belt and child restraint usage.  

The booth also offered passers-by the chance to win a Click It or Ticket basketball.  Participants in the raffle were asked to sign a pledge promising to remain free of distractions while operating a vehicle.  Over 1500 pledges were received, and 50 of those that pledged will receive a basketball.

Some of the outreach coming up this summer includes: Click It or Ticket nights at minor league ball parks, booths at both State Fairs and more. 
By Megan Eairheart, Assistant State Occupant Protection Coordinator
