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Centro San Bonifacio (CSB)

Centro San Bonifacio (CSB) is a non-profit community-based organization located in the Hermosa community of Chicago.

CSB’s mission is to promote personal and collective Self development within the immigrant Hispanic community through programs based on needs related to health, education, solidarity and human rights.

One of the many programs of the center is the Child Passenger Safety (CPS) Seat Distribution Program. Funded by the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety, this unique program promotes and educates parents and caregivers on the importance of using child restraints to transport their children.

Volunteer certified technicians provide program participants with individualized education on the appropriate selection and use of child restraints for their children. When a parent or caregiver calls, an appointment is made and program requirements are explained. Participants are expected to be at the location for a duration of 1 hour to 1½ hours. During this time, parents and caregivers view the video entitled “Don’t Risk your Child’s Life.” Afterwards they are educated on how to properly use their child restraint by using a dial-a-belt system and then they demonstrate to the technician the installation in their own vehicle. The certified technician is with them at all times and is available to assist the parents and caregivers with installation issues and any questions that arise.

The participants of the program are 95 percent Hispanic and come from many different countries. CSB understands the diversity in each individual and the beliefs brought from their countries. Certified technicians take the necessary time to educate each person individually.

A study conducted by Molly Martin, MD of the Rush University Medical Center in 2004, clearly noted that exposure to an educational intervention provided by a CPS technician was associated with child safety seats being used more properly than seats of families not exposed to the intervention in a low income Latino community. Program participants complete a phone follow-up survey after three months for knowledge, intentions, expectations and self-reported behavior.

Participants agree that the individualized education on their child restraint versus just picking up a child restraint in a store or any other location gives them the confidence they need to keep their children safe.

In 2008, a total of 620 child safety seats were distributed throughout the community either individually or by CPS inspection events held throughout the city of Chicago.

CSB programs are provided to every person regardless of color, ethnic background or income. CSB thanks the Illinois Department of Transportation and to all others who make this program possible.
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