CPS
INSTRUCTOR 
MEETING 
At the April 13, 2009 meeting in Springfield, over 60 Child Passenger Safety (CPS) instructors received important updates from Kerry Chausmer, Certification Department Director for Safe Kids Worldwide and Lorrie Walker, Training Manager and Technical Advisor for the Safe Kids Buckle Up program. Lorrie also serves as the curriculum committee chair for the National CPS Board. Kerry and Lorrie gave pointers on how to become better CPS instructors, and how to assist new instructors. 
Kerry updated instructors on all aspects of national CPS certification from class registration to recertification. She works to improve communication between technicians/instructors and Safe Kids Worldwide through a monthly e-newsletter, the CPS Express, as well as maintaining a list of all nationally-certified CPS technicians and instructors. Examples of these were presented at the meeting.
Lorrie gave an overview of her community-based educational program on vehicle safety. She also updated the group on the more than 300 Safe Kids Coalitions throughout the United States. 

Prior to this meeting, Susan Hocker, Illinois Department of Transportation’s first Occupant Protection Coordinator, was honored for her contributions. Susan was instrumental in the passage of the Child Passenger Protection Act and worked tirelessly to educate all Illinois citizens on the importance of child safety seats and buckling up, every trip, every time. We wish her a long and healthy retirement.

By Megan Eairheart, Assistant State Occupant Protection Coordinator 
