National Child Passenger Safety Week


Statistics show that motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for children ages 3-14.  But why?  Partially to blame for these deaths are incorrectly installed safety seats!  According to national statistics, three out of four car seats are installed incorrectly and that must change.  Every year, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration sponsors National Child Passenger Safety Week in an effort to bring public attention to the importance of properly securing all children in appropriate child safety seats, booster seats or safety belts, if old enough.  

This year, National Child Passenger Safety Week wrapped up on Saturday, September 25th with its signature event-Seat Check Saturday.  To kick off Seat Check Saturday, a press event was held in Springfield on Thursday, September 23rd.  There were speakers represented from the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS), AAA, Southern Illinois University School of Medicine as well as the Illinois State Police.  All partners stressed the importance of properly securing children in the back seat in age and size-appropriate child safety seats.  It is the most important thing a parent or caregiver can do to protect their children in the event of a crash. 

On Saturday, September 25th, over 70 free child safety seat checks occurred in Illinois providing parents with free hands-on training from certified child passenger safety (CPS) technicians.  There were over 400 CPS technicians that day providing parents and caregivers with resources and information to better protect their children from motor vehicle crashes.  There were about 1450 child safety seats inspected that day as well and 375 replacement child safety seats were given out to families in need.  

As in years past, Illinois demonstrated its strong commitment to Child Passenger Safety by hosting more events on Seat Check Saturday than any other state in the nation.  All Illinois events were sponsored by AAA, Dorel Juvenile Group and IDOT/DTS.  

Takin’ it to the Limit

A major safety issue being addressed this year is to promote keeping children in their safety seats as long as recommended.  Of particular importance is that infants and toddlers remain rear-facing until about 30-35 pounds, depending on the type of seat.

Information gathered from a recent article from the American Academy of Pediatrics supporting this concept revealed the following statistics:

•	Children under the age of two years are 75 percent less likely to die or sustain serious injury when they are in a rear-facing seat.
•	Children under two are five times safer in a rear-facing seat than when riding in a forward-facing seat into the second year of life.
•	Children should ride in a rear-facing seat to the highest weight or height allowed for rear-facing use by the manufacturer of the seat.

You can find the complete online version of this article at: 
www.pediatrics.org/cgi/content/full/121/3/619
By Jennifer Toney, State Occupant Protection Coordinator


