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25th Anniversary of the Illinois Child Passenger Protection Act 

2008 marks the 25th Anniversary of the Illinois Child Passenger Protection (CPS) Act. 

The Illinois CPS Act, sponsored by Senator John Cullerton in 1983, required every child up to age four to be secured in a child restraint. In 2003, Governor Rod R. Blagojevich signed a booster seat amendment to the CPS Act, which required child safety seat or booster seat usage up to age eight. 

To celebrate the 25th Anniversary, and to kick off Child Passenger Safety Week 2008, the Illinois Department of Transportation's Division of Traffic Safety, (IDOT/DTS), held a press event at the Chicago Fire Department Engine Company 108 on September 18, 2008. Speakers included: IDOT Secretary Milton Sees, AAA President Brad Roeber, Children's Memorial Hospital Pediatrician Dr. Karen Sheenhan, Chicago Fire Department, Governor's Deputy Chief of Staff Clayton Harris, Illinois Senator John Cullerton and Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White. Thelma Kuska, longtime CPS Instructor and NHTSA Region 5 Program Manager, presented a 25th Anniversary Award to Mrs. Pamela Cullerton. Mrs. Cullerton, a mother of five as well as a community activist, recognized the need to provide safety seats for all children, especially those at risk. With her encouragement, Senator Cullerton spearheaded the Illinois Child Passenger Protection Act.
