Fall-Winter 2008 
CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY INSTRUCTOR MEETING

On September 23, 2008, the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) hosted a Child Passenger Safety (CPS) Instructor meeting in Chicago at the Rush University Medical Center. Currently in Illinois, there are 69 nationally certified CPS Instructors.

The meeting began with DTS Director Michael Stout presenting plaques to the instructors for their years of service to the children and families of Illinois. 36 instructors received a bronze plaque for up to five years of being an instructor and 29 instructors received a silver plaque for being an instructor for six to nine years.

The following instructors received a gold plaque for teaching ten or more years:

Keene Hart-Safe Kids Coordinator for the Quad Cities
Susan Hocker-IDOT/DTS
Katrina Hubbard-Central DuPage Hospital
Thelma Kuska-National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Region 5

Alex Cabral from NHTSA-Region 5 addressed the instructors on making the most of highway safety opportunities. Lorrie Walker, a training manager and technical advisor for National
Safe Kids, spoke on the importance of working together as a team while teaching a class and discussing issues with your fellow instructors. Yvette Whitehurst, Children’s Hospital of Illinois in Peoria and Shayne Merritt, Merritt Manufacturing in Indianapolis, held a session on children with special needs. Plans are underway to hold a similar meeting next year.
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