Fall/Winter 2008 25th Anniversary of the Illinois Child Passenger Protection Act

2008 marks the 25th Anniversary of the Illinois Child Passenger Protection (CPS) Act.
The Illinois CPS Act, sponsored by Senator John Cullerton in 1983, required every child up to age four to be secured in a child restraint. In 2003, Governor Rod R. Blagojevich signed a booster seat amendment to the CPS Act, which required child safety seat or booster seat usage up to age eight.

To celebrate the 25th Anniversary, and to kick off Child Passenger Safety Week 2008, the
Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety, (IDOT/DTS), held a press event at the Chicago Fire Department Engine Company 108 on September 18, 2008. Speakers included: IDOT Secretary Milton Sees, AAA President Brad Roeber, Children’s Memorial Hospital Pediatrician Dr. Karen Sheenhan, Chicago Fire Department, Governor’s Deputy Chief of Staff Clayton Harris, Illinois Senator John Cullerton and Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White. Thelma Kuska, longtime CPS Instructor and NHTSA Region 5 Program Manager, presented a 25th Anniversary Award to Mrs. Pamela Cullerton. Mrs. Cullerton, a mother of five as well as a community activist, recognized the need to provide safety seats for all children, especially those at risk. With her encouragement, Senator Cullerton spearheaded the Illinois Child Passenger Protection Act.

History & Timeline
OF CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY

1971 NHTSA adopts the first Federal standard for child restraint systems, called FMVSS 213.
The standard required that a seat belt be used to secure a forward-facing safety seat into the vehicle. In addition, it mandated that a forward-facing seat come equipped with a harness to hold the child in place.

1979 Tennessee is the first State to pass a child passenger safety law, requiring parents to put their infants and young children in child restraint systems that met the federal standard. Legislative efforts begin in other States.

1980 Additional stringent Federal standards for child restraint systems become effective on January 1, 1980 (FMVSS 213-80).

1983 Illinois passes the Child Passenger Protection Act that requires child safety seat usage for children up to age 4.

1984 The first Presidential Proclamation is issued by President Ronald Reagan on child passenger protection, titled “National Child Passenger Safety Awareness Day, 1984.” This marked the birth of what is now known as Child Passenger Safety Week.

1985 All states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico have enacted child passenger safety laws.

1995 NHTSA calls for the establishment of a Blue Ribbon Panel to resolve child restraint and vehicle compatibility issues. The panel calls for the development of a universal anchorage system for child restraints that does not rely on seat belts.

1997 NHTSA develops a standardized Child Passenger Safety Curriculum. The Child Passenger Safety Technician Certification program begins.

2002 In September 2002, final implementation of a universal anchorage system for new child restraints called Lower Anchors and Tethers for Children (LATCH) goes into effect. This new system has both vehicle and child restraint requirements.

2003 Illinois adds a Booster Seat amendment to the Child Passenger Protection Act and requires child safety seat or booster seat usage up to age 8.

2007 Observance of Child Passenger Safety Week moves to September in order to increase opportunities for communities to conduct safety seat check events without the threat of inclement weather (it had formerly been held in February). Communities kick off Child
Passenger Safety Week by hosting the first “Seat Check Saturday” inspection events nationwide.

2008 By this time more than 30,000 CPS technicians have been certified nationwide. In Illinois, there are over 1,800 certified child passenger safety technicians.

2008 Over 90 child safety seat checkpoints were conducted by over 750 child safety seat technicians on national Seat Check Saturday – September 20, 2008. Participating checkpoints received over 500 replacement child safety seats along with posters and flyers with sponsorship from AAA, Evenflo, Illinois Safe Kids and the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety.
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