Fall/Winter 2005 Regional Occupant Protection Coordinators

llinois has a strong Occupant Protection (OP) history. In recent years, we passed the primary safety belt law, strengthened our Child Passenger Protection Act to cover booster seat use, and initiated graduated driver licensing statutes to complement our existing high profile enforcement efforts and public education campaigns. As we look forward to the future, we welcome seven new Regional OP Coordinators who will focus on the maintenance and strengthening of Illinois’ OP program.

The Regional OP Coordinators are located throughout the state and will focus on increasing safety belt use to 90% within their regions, coordinating Child Passenger Safety trainings and activities with local technicians, and ensuring all Illinois high schools, are receiving traffic safety education. The Regional OP Coordinators will work closely within the states local OP frameworks to enhance the states programming. Please feel free to contact the
OP Coordinator in your region to set up training, obtain referrals to local Child Passenger Safety technicians, and provide OP presentations.

You can find complete contact information for the Regional OP Coordinators at the revised www.buckleupillinois.org website.
By Jahari Piersol, State Occupant Protection Coordinator
Charlotte Troyer, Assistant State Occupant Protection Coordinator

NORTHWESTERN IL OP COORDINATOR
MELANIE WINGO
WINNEBAGO COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
815-720-4345

COLLAR AND COOK COUNTIES OP COORDINATOR
TOM MCQUEEN
RUSH-COPLEY MEDICAL CENTER
(630) 236-4262

CHICAGO OP COORDINATOR
WANDA VASQUEZ
REHAB INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO
312-238-4538

WEST CENTRAL OP COORDINATOR
NICOLE BAER
ILLINOIS CENTRAL COLLEGE
309-690-7300
EAST CENTRAL OP COORDINATOR
JENNIFER TONEY
CHILD CARE RESOURCE AND REFERRAL NETWORK
309-828-1892

SOUTHWESTERN OP COORDINATOR
RACHEL WALKER
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY SAFETY CENTER
618-453-1359

SOUTHEASTERN OP COORDINATOR
KATHY WHITE
WABASH AREA DEVELOPMENT, INC.
618-963-2387
