MOTORCYCLE SAFETY CONFERENCE


The Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety’s (IDOT/DTS) Cycle Rider Training Program held its First Annual Winter Conference December 15–16, 2010.  Attendees included administration and instructors from the University of Illinois, Northern Illinois University, Illinois State University and Southern Illinois University.  The theme was “Completing the Puzzle.”  The goal was to show attendees all the different individuals and efforts involved with our Cycle Rider Safety Training Program.  Overviews of all the components that work together, making a successful comprehensive motorcycle safety program were discussed.  Representatives from data/crashes, education, law enforcement, media, legislation, outreach and the Secretary of State were all represented.  

Mike Stout, IDOT/DTS Director, welcomed the group and stressed how dedicated IDOT/DTS is to lowering fatalities on Illinois roadways.  Director Stout congratulated the attendees on the great job they had done with increasing the number of students enrolled in and completing the Cycle Rider Safety Training Program.  

Pat Hahn, Director of Communications, Minnesota Motorcycle Safety Center also spoke.  Mr. Hahn has been a motorcycle safety instructor since 1997.  He is Chair of the State Motorcycle Safety Administrators (SMSA) Communications Committee, a member of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) motorcycle program technical assessment team and is the author of three books focusing on motorcycle strategies and safety.  He focused on high-visibility, “High Viz,” sharing his expertise with attendees on products, techniques and strategies for safer riding.

“THE REF” from Wisconsin made an appearance during the conference.  It is a transportable high-end Rider Education Facility (REF).  Ken Heis, trainer with the Wisconsin Motorcycle Safety Program and Phil Neidner, THE REF Coordinator, gave tours of the facility and provided an opportunity for hands on experience with riding simulators and other specialized training equipment.  The exhibit was featured on the local news and was open to the public for tours.  
Medhi Nassirpour, DTS Manager of Research and Evaluation and Greg Gifford, IDOT/DTS Field Investigator, Crash Reconstruction, presented an overview of data analysis of motorcycle crashes, fatalities and injuries.  They featured a variety of causation factors along with examples of crash reconstructions.  

Sergeant Timothy Good of the Illinois State Police, Motorcycle Patrol Support Command, discussed the importance of the motorcycle patrol unit of the Illinois State Police (ISP) Enforcement Group.  He also spoke on ISP’s involvement in motorcycle safety efforts. 

Josh Kauffman, IDOT spokesperson, shared his work with Matt Hughes and the production of two commercials featuring motorcycle safety messages.  He hopes to make new public service announcements for 2011.  

Eric Harbauer with the Secretary of State’s (SOS) office, Field On-Site Testing, discussed how the motorcycle licensing qualifications, the criteria, field on-site testing and SOS’s partnership with 
IDOT/DTS make motorcycling safer in Illinois. 

A panel of the key speakers was organized at the end of the conference for a detailed question and answer session.  Overall, the conference was a huge success and effectively spread IDOT/DTS’s motorcycle safety messages. 
By Julie Coplea, Staff Assistant
