SHARE THE ROAD!

IDOT/DTS and motorcyclists throughout Illinois are encouraging motorists to “Share the Road” with motorcyclists.  May is Motorcycle Awareness Month and motorists are urged to include cycles in their search pattern because they can be difficult to see.

IDOT/DTS initiated the Cycle Rider Safety Training Program (CRSTP) in 1976.  During the first year of this program, 200 students were trained.  Since that time, 309,559 students have participated in the program.  IDOT/DTS offers beginner and experienced motorcycle safety courses in an effort to reduce the frequency and severity of motorcycle crashes. 

Since motorcyclists are physically vulnerable, the rider and passenger are more likely to be injured than an automobile driver and passenger.  A motorcyclist’s judgment is critical.  In single vehicle crashes, rider error is the most common cause.  Research shows that half of crashes involve another vehicle.  Many crashes could have been avoided if the motorcyclist had known when and how to swerve or brake.  Injuries can also be reduced by wearing proper protective gear.  This includes sturdy footwear, straight-leg pants made of heavy material, long sleeved shirts or jackets, a DOT approved helmet, eye protection and full fingered gloves.

Illinois is one of the only two states that offer free training to its residents.  Initially, federal highway safety monies funded this effort; however, the program is now paid for by Illinois motorcyclists through a portion of their license endorsement and registration fees.  Training classes are offered through Illinois State University in Normal, Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, Southern Illinois University in Carbondale and the University of Illinois in Champaign.  Since 1984, any person under the age of 18 must successfully complete the IDOT/DTS approved CRSTP and the Secretary of State’s motorcycle driver examination before they can legally operate a motorcycle with an engine size of 150 cubic centimeters or larger.

The Windshield Washing Project began in 1987.  The late Mr. Packey Rush, an IDOT employee, started the project.  During the weekends in May, motorcycle organizations throughout Illinois wash motorists’ windshields at various rest areas.  Since the program began, thousands of motorists have had their windshields washed and received “Share the Road” brochures reminding them that the number of motorcycles on the road will increase during the summer months. 

For additional information on motorcycle safety and training, visit: www.startseeingmotorcycles.org. 
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