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CYCLE RIDER TRAINING PROGRAM MILESTONE

The Division of Traffic Safety’s Cycle Rider Training Program reached a milestone in 2007. During the past 31 years, over a quarter of a million students have gone through the program. There is no doubt that hundreds, if not thousands of lives have been saved and countless injuries have been prevented as a direct result of this training.

Even though reaching such a milestone presents an Opportunity to stop and reflect upon how successful the program has been, the reality is that we have so much more to do. During 2007, 158 of the 1,250 traffic fatalities were motorcycle fatalities.

These sobering statistics indicate that we must continue to increase training levels to accommodate an increasing number of motorcyclists. We must also recognize that while increased training levels are critical to reducing motorcycle injuries and fatalities, training alone will not entirely achieve the results. Training must be accompanied by public information and education program aimed at such issues as: 1) motorist awareness; 2) advantages of protective equipment and 3) dangers of impaired riding.

Plans are currently being formulated to address all of these issues. More specific details will be available in upcoming issues of CAUTION! Magazine. Hopefully we will be able to look back at the end of 2008 and say that this was the year that we turned the corner on this serious traffic safety problem.

By Larry Williams, Regulations and Training Unit Manager
