ILLINOIS CYCLE RIDER SAFETY

The Illinois Cycle Rider Safety Training Program is winding down after a very successful training season and is on target to train more than 15,000 students in both beginner and experienced motorcycle safety courses. This represents a 10 percent increase in training over 2006 with a similar increase anticipated for 2008.

In addition to the motorcycle training program, DTS has taken advantage of Federal 2010 monies to fund a Start Seeing Motorcycles and Don’t Drink and Ride awareness campaigns.
High-visibility 30’ X 3’ banners with the Start Seeing Motorcycle message were distributed statewide to local police agencies that had experienced a high number of motorcycle crashes.
To further heighten motorists’ awareness, over 19,000 radio spots were aired focusing on Start Seeing Motorcycles and the Don’t Drink and Ride messages. DTS staff also promoted the awareness campaigns at the Peoria Tourist Trophy event held August 19, 2007 and the Springfield Mile held September 1-2, 2007. Over 25,000 motorcyclists attended the events.

As part of the Windshield Washing Project, during weekends in May, approximately 30 motorcycle organizations washed over 3,000 windshields at rest areas throughout Illinois. Share the Road brochures were also distributed to remind motorists that the number of motorcycles in the traffic environment increases during the summer months. The program’s goal is to increase motorist’s awareness of motorcycles and reduce the number of motorist/motorcycle-related crashes.
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