Cycle Rider Safety Training Program 
  

Summer is here and the Motorcycle Safety Program is in full swing. The Illinois Department of Transportation's Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) initiated the Cycle Rider Safety Training Program (CRSTP) in 1976. During the first year of this program, 200 students were trained. Since then the program has grown significantly, with 272,642 students participating in the program from 1976 through 2008, and 18,000 students are projected to be trained in 2009. 

  

The CRSTP is one of only two programs in the nation that is free for Illinois residents. Illinois has over 400 instructors teaching over 1,600 courses at 64 training sites throughout Illinois. The CRSTP owns more than 1,000 motorcycles to accommodate its training program needs. IDOT/DTS administers the program through four universities: Illinois State University in Normal, Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, Southern Illinois University in Carbondale and the University of Illinois in Champaign. 

  

Beginner and experienced motorcycle safety courses are offered in an effort to reduce the severity and frequency of motorcycle crashes. The motorcycle beginner course is a 20 hour training program that includes both classroom and “hands on” instruction. It is designed to develop essential street riding skills and strategies. Motorcycles, helmets and textbooks are provided for each student. 

  

Upon successful completion of the beginner course, a completion card is issued that enables the Illinois Secretary of State to waive the motorcycle written and driving tests for those students 18 years of age or older. Persons 16 and 17 years old must complete this course to be eligible for the class “M” motorcycle endorsement. 

  

In addition to motorcycle rider training, Governor Pat Quinn proclaimed May as “Motorcycle Awareness Month.” IDOT/DTS once again coordinated the “Windshield Washing Project” at interstate rest areas throughout Illinois. The objective was to increase motorist's awareness of motorcycles and reduce the number of motorist/motorcycle related crashes. During the weekends in May, approximately 31 motorcycle organizations throughout Illinois utilized rest areas to wash over 3,000 windshields. Also distributed during the Windshield Washing Project was a “Share the Road” brochure to remind motorists that the number of motorcycles will again increase on Illinois roadways during the summer months. 

  

Research shows that three-fourths of crashes involving a motorcycle involve another motor vehicle. Many times the driver of the motor vehicle is at fault. Considering crash statistics and the increasing number of motorcycles, the key to a safer traffic mix is learning to share the road. 

  

Include motorcycles in your search pattern. Motorcycles are small and may be difficult to see. The failure of motorists to see motorcycles in traffic is the most common cause of crashes. Car drivers involved in collisions with motorcycles often do not see the motorcycle before the collision, or do not see the motorcycle until it is too late to avoid the collision. Due to fewer motorcyclists on the road during the winter driving months, motorists become unaccustomed to seeing motorcycles in traffic. With summer approaching, motorcyclists again become a part of the traffic mix. 

  

The Bureau of Information Processing (BIP) has developed a website dedicated to motorcycle safety. The new website is www.startseeingmotorcycles.org. The website includes information on our Motorcycle Training Course with links to the Regional Training Centers for schedules and course locations. It also includes motorcycle crash statistics, laws and regulations pertaining to motorcycling in Illinois, motorcycle safety tips, CAUTION! Magazine motorcycle-related articles and Windshield Washing Program information. 

  

Visit www.startseeingmotorcycles.org for more information. 

~ By Joe Lindsay, Illinois Motorcycle Program Coordinator 
 

 

 

The Evolution of Motorcycle Safety 
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Motorcycles were first introduced as a means to make bicycles go faster. The first motorcycles primarily shared the road with horses and buggies and a few slow-moving vehicles. The top speed of the first motorcycle was only six miles per hour. Therefore, crashes were generally not severe and motorcycle safety was not a major issue. However, as transportation evolved and traffic and speed limits increased, safety precautions became necessities. Motorcycles initially became popular as a convenient means of transportation; however, Hollywood films like “The Wild One” and “Easy Rider” helped create a culture of cyclist enthusiasts that has grown to more than five million registered motorcycles today. The timeline below details the evolution of the motorcycle along with congruent safety advances. 

  

1885 ---First gas engine motorcycle invented by Gottlieb Daimler of Germany in 1885 [image: image2.png] since 1903
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consisted of an engine attached to a wooden bike. 

  
1903 ---Harley-Davidson Motor Company founded 

  
1912 ---First white lines on roads 

  
1914 ---First stop signal in the United States, cars were becoming popular, so traffic was 

increasing. In 1900 there were about 8,000 motor vehicles on the road. By 1910, 
there were 460,000 cars and trucks and by 1920 more than 8 million. 
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1928 ---First front-wheel brakes on Harley-Davidson motorcycles met with skepticism 

  
1939 ---First flashing turn signals 

  
1940 ---First sealed-beam headlights 

  
1945 ---198,000 motorcycles registered in the U.S. 

  
1949 ---Harley-Davidson fits hydraulic front suspension 

  
1949 ---Honda builds its first motorcycle 

  
1952 ---First hydraulic brakes on motorcycles 

  
1953 ---Patent for protective helmet issued to University of Southern California to 

Professor C. F. “Red” Lombard for energy-absorbing liner separate from the 

comfort padding. 

  
1953 [image: image4.png]



---Movie “The Wild One” released 

  
1955 ---450,000 motorcycles registered in the U.S. 

  
1957 ---Snell Memorial Foundation established to create helmet performance standards 

  
1958 ---California Highway Patrol motorcycle officers begin using helmets 
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1958 ---Harley-Davidson introduces rear suspension 

  
1958 ---Over 500,000 motorcycles registered in the U.S. 
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1959 ---First Japanese motorcycle manufacturer (Yamaha), enters U.S. market 

  
1962 ---646,000 motorcycles registered in the U.S. 

  
1962 ---“You meet the nicest people on a Honda” campaign launched 
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1965 ---1.4 million motorcycles registered in the U.S. 

  
1966 ---First ANSI Z90.1 performance standard for motorcycle helmets 

  
1966 ---Law directing the issuance of Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) 

enacted 
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1967 ---Bell Helmets introduces the first full facial-coverage helmet 

  
1969 ---660,000 motorcycles sold in the U.S. 

  
1969 ---Stock motorcycles run quarter-mile in less than 13 seconds 

  
1970 ---1.1 million motorcycles sold in the U.S. 

  
1970 ---2.8 million motorcycles registered in the U.S. 
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1970 ---Movie “Easy Rider” released 

  
1972 ---FMVSS 123 standardizes motorcycle controls 

  
1973 ---Motorcycle Safety Foundation created 

  
1974 ---FMVSS 218, Motorcycle Helmets promulgated 
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1974 ---55-mph speed limit established nationwide 

  
1975 ---5 million motorcycles registered in the U.S. 

  
1975 ---U.S. traffic fatalities: motorcycle occupants–3,265; passenger car occupants – 37,897 

  
1976 ---Harry Hurt begins study of motorcycle crashes at USC with NHTSA funding 

  
1977 ---NHTSA funds rear-wheel-steering motorcycle project 

  
1978 ---Stock motorcycles run quarter-mile in less than 12 seconds 

  
1980 ---U.S. traffic fatalities peak: motorcycle occupants–5,144; passenger car occupants–27,449 

  
1980 ---First International Motorcycle Safety Conference sponsored by MSF 

  
1981 ---Motorcycle Accident Cause Factors and Identification of Counter measures, (referred to as the Hurt Report) released 

  
1983 ---Stock motorcycles run quarter-mile in less than 11 seconds 

  
1985 ---U.S. traffic fatalities: motorcycle occupants–4,564; passenger car occupants – 23,212 

  
1985 ---5.4 million motorcycles registered and 700,000 sold in the United States 

  
1986 ---Superbike ban proposed and defeated 

  
1990 ---U.S. traffic fatalities: motorcycle occupants–3,244; passenger car occupants – 24,092 

  
1990 ---Second International Motorcycle Safety Conference sponsored by MSF 

  
1991 ---First antilock brakes on motorcycles 

  
1995 ---U.S. traffic fatalities: motorcycle occupants–2,227; passenger car occupants – 22,423 

  
1997 ---USC Head Protection Research Laboratory conducts feasibility study of updating FMVSS 218 

  
1997 ---U.S. traffic fatalities: motorcycle occupants–2,116; passenger car Occupants-22,199 

  
1997 ---Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development/Road Safety Committee 9 (OECD/RS 9) Technical Experts Group formed to develop common international methodology for in-depth motorcycle crash investigation 

  
1997 ---MSF and NHTSA sponsor development of the National Agenda for Motorcycle Safety 

  
1998 ---Stock motorcycles run quarter-mile in less than 10 seconds 

  
1998 ---OECD common methodology first used in Bangkok, Thailand 

  
1999 ---U.S. traffic fatalities: motorcycle occupants–2,472; passenger car occupants – 20,818 

~ Article Source: www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle/00-NHT-212-motorcycle/history5-6.html 
