2005 Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month


Each year, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) declares the month of May as “Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month.” The focus is on traffic safety issues concerning motorcyclists. NHTSA’s purpose is to provide motorists an opportunity to become familiar with the motorcyclist’s view of the highway. In Illinois, motorcyclists conducted a free windshield-washing program at select interstate rest areas statewide in observance of Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month.

Whether you’re riding on two, four or eighteen wheels, you can help drive down motorcycle crash rates by being alert to your surroundings. Motorists – particularly those who have never driven motorcycles – are sometimes not looking for motorcyclists in traffic. As a result, cars and motorcycles often have collisions on the road. In fact, the majority of motorcycle crashes involving two vehicles are the fault of the other driver. Drivers involved in crashes with motorcyclists often say they never saw the bike.

The Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) encourages all drivers to watch for motorcycles on the road and respect their right to be there. MSF also urges motorcyclists to “Support Our Sport” by following all traffic laws and respecting the rights of other roadway users. The group offers these safety tips to motorcyclists:

• BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER – Wear appropriate protective gear – a DOT helmet, eye protection, jacket, full-fingered gloves, long pants and over the ankle boots. Also, know your skill level and ride within it. Use the SEE strategy – Search, Evaluate, Execute. SEE helps riders understand traffic situations and implement a course of action to avoid trouble.

• PRACTICE STREET STRATEGIES – A motorcycle’s lane position can communicate a rider’s presence and intention. Lane position can help avoid windblast from other vehicles and can help maintain a space cushion between the bike and other traffic. A rider can increase his or her visibility by wearing brightly colored or reflective gear and by signaling all intentions to other drivers.

• DON’T RIDE IMPAIRED – Alcohol or other drugs (prescription, over the counter or otherwise) diminish visual capabilities and alter good judgment. When someone is impaired, it is the responsibility of others to keep that person from getting behind the wheel – or the handlebars.

For more information regarding motorcycle safety issues, contact the Motorcycle Safety Foundation at (949) 727-3227 or the Division of Traffic Safety (217) 785-4230. DTS also provides motorcycle safety courses to individuals who are interested.
