Summer 2005 Legislation

ALCOHOL & DRUGS
SB-0072 – Requires police to record interrogations and confessions in cases where a person is charged with DUI that resulted in a death. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0117 - Effective
07/05/05

SB-1495 – If a person is convicted of aggravated driving while under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or intoxicating compounds, and because this DUI violation caused the death of one or more persons, the defendant shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment, unless the court determines that extraordinary circumstances exist and require probation. Passed Both Houses and sent to the Governor for consideration.

HB-0657 – Increases the penalties for drivers 21 years of age and older who are driving under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or intoxicating compounds while transporting a child under the age of 16 years. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0110 – Effective 01/01/06

HB-0887 – Provides for more consistent sentencing of DUI’s by requiring the prosecution of felony DUI charges be handled by local State’s Attorney’s offices. Previously, municipal attorneys were able to prosecute these crimes. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0111 – Effective 01/01/06

HB-0888 – Toughens penalties for persons caught driving on a license or permit that has been suspended or revoked because of DUI, makes it a Class Four Felony (1-3 years in prison) for the fifth through ninth offenses, a Class Three Felony (2-5 years in prison) for the 10th through 14th offenses and a Class 2 Felony (3-7 years in prison) for a 15th or greater offense. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0112 – Effective 01/01/06

HB-1081 – States that a person who is convicted of aggravated DUI that results in the death of one or more persons, will be sentenced to a term of between 3-14 years in prison, unless a court determines extraordinary circumstances exist. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0113 – Effective 01/01/06

HB-1132 – Provides that any person convicted a sixth or subsequent time of driving under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or intoxicating compounds is guilty of a Class X Felony, requiring a sentence of 6 to 30 years in prison. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0114 – Effective 01/01/06

HB-1351 – Provides that any person arrested for leaving the scene of an accident involving death or personal injury is subject to chemical testing for alcohol, drugs, or intoxicating compounds if the testing is done within 12 hours of the time of the occurrence of the accident. Provides that the person's driving privileges are subject to statutory summary suspension if he or she fails or refuses to undergo the testing. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0115 – Effective 01/01/06

HB-3816 – Stipulates that those convicted of DUI a third or fourth time are guilty of a Class 2 Felony, while a fifth time is a Class 1 Felony. With a fourth or fifth conviction, offenders are no longer eligible to receive a sentence of probation or conditional discharge. Signed by the Governor PA-94-0116 – Effective 01/01/06

DISTRACTED DRIVERS
(Cell phone usage & Visual distractions)
SB-0210 – Provides that a person under the age of 18 who holds an instruction permit or a graduated license may not use a wireless telephone while operating a motor vehicle on a roadway. The bill does not apply to a person using the wireless telephone for specific emergency purposes. Passed both Houses and sent to the Governor for consideration.

HB-0960 – Provides that a person may not operate a motor vehicle if a television receiver, a video monitor, a television or video screen, or other means of visually displaying a television broadcast or video signal for purposes of entertainment or business applications is operating and is located in the motor vehicle at any point forward of the back of the driver’s seat, or is operating and visible to the driver while driving the motor vehicle. Repeals a similar provision pertaining exclusively to television receivers. Passed both Houses and sent to Governor for consideration.

EXCESSIVE SPEED
HB-0767 - Provides that the court may impose a more severe sentence upon a defendant who committed the offense of reckless homicide or the offense of driving under the influence of alcohol, other drug, intoxicating compounds, or any combination thereof while operating a motor vehicle in excess of 20 miles per hour over the posted speed limit. Passed both Houses and sent to the Governor for consideration.

HB-3648 – Provides that a person shall be tested for alcohol, drugs or intoxicating compounds if he or she is involved as a driver in an accident involving death or personal injury. Adds language providing that, in cases involving a person convicted of reckless driving or aggravated reckless driving, the fact that the defendant was driving at a speed in excess of 20 miles per hour over the posted speed limit shall be considered as an aggravating factor and may be considered by the court as reasons to impose a more severe sentence. Passed both Houses and sent to the Governor for consideration.

OCCUPANT PROTECTION
SB-0229 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code and the Child Passenger Protection Act. Provides that every person 18 (rather than 17) years of age or younger must wear a seat safety belt while riding as passenger in a vehicle operated by a driver under the age of 18. Passed both Houses and sent to the Governor for consideration.

SCHOOL BUSES
HB-1387 - Provides that the driver of any bus that meets specified requirements for a school bus must, in addition to following all other required procedures, turn off all noise producing accessories before crossing a railroad track or tracks. Provides that any school bus manufactured on or after January 1, 2006, must be equipped with a noise suppression switch capable of turning off noise producing accessories. Passed both Houses and sent to the Governor for consideration.

PLEASE NOTE: The information below was current as of the date of publication for the Summer 2005 Caution Magazine. If you would like to view any of these bills in their entirety or track their status, please visit the Illinois General Assembly website at: http://www.ilga.gov/
