Spring-Summer 2007 Legislation

ALCOHOL & DRUGS
HB0624 - Provides that provisions relating to driving under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or intoxicating compounds also apply to persons driving under the influence of methamphetamine.
Makes other changes. Passed both Houses – Waiting for the Governor’s action.

HB1900 - Creates the Illinois Roadside Memorial Act. Provides for the placement of roadside markers to commemorate the deaths of persons killed in accidents involving impaired drivers.
Passed both Houses – Waiting for Governor’s action.

SB0300 - Makes various changes regarding the consequences of a statutory summary suspension for Driving Under the Influence. Provides for the requirements and use of a BAIID (Breath Alcohol Interlock Ignition Device). Makes other changes. Passed both Houses – Waiting for Governor’s action.

TEEN DRIVERS/GRADUATED LICENSES
HB0518 - Provides that the Secretary of State may, without fee, allow the parent or guardian of a person under the age of 18 years, who holds a graduated driver’s license or an instruction permit, to view the person’s driving record online through a computer connection. Passed both Houses – Waiting for Governor’s action.

SB0140 - Prohibits a person under the age of 19 years (instead of 18 years) who holds an instruction permit or a graduated license from driving on a roadway while using a wireless phone, except for emergency purposes. Passed both Houses – Waiting for Governor’s action.

SB0172 - Makes various changes regarding: driver education requirements; graduated driver’s licenses; instruction permits for minors; curfews for drivers under a specified age; the number of passengers under a specified age allowed in a vehicle driven by a newly licensed driver under a certain age; the use of seat safety belts; the use of wireless telephones by graduated driver’s license holders; suspension of driver’s licenses of drivers under age 21 under specified circumstances; required appearances before the presiding judge with a parent or guardian under specified circumstances; vehicle impoundment for drivers arrested for street racing; and other matters. Makes other changes. Passed both Houses. Waiting for Governor’s action.

SB1557 - Requires a driver education course to include classroom instruction on distracted driving as a major traffic safety issue. Passed both Houses – Waiting for Governor’s action.

DISTRACTED DRIVERS
HJR0022 - Creates the Distracted Drivers Task Force Act to study the problem of distracted driving in Illinois, with particular attention to the impact of recent communications technology.
Amendment was adopted 04/19/07.

BICYCLE SAFETY
SB0080 - Provides that the driver of a vehicle overtaking a bicycle or individual proceeding in the same direction on a highway must maintain a distance of at least 3 feet between the vehicle and the bicycle or individual. Makes other changes. Passed both Houses – Waiting for Governor’s action.

OCCUPANT PROTECTION
SB0071 - Provides that any person transporting a child under the age of 8 years in any truck or truck tractor equipped with seat safety belts is responsible for securing the child in an appropriate child restraint system. Also deletes language providing that any person who transports the child of another shall not be in violation of the provision unless a child restraint system was provided by the parent or legal guardian but not used to transport the child. Passed both Houses – Waiting for Governor’s action.

SCHOOL BUSES/SCHOOL ZONE SAFETY
HB0508 - Sets penalties for a person who commits reckless homicide upon a public thoroughfare where children pass going to and from school when a school crossing guard is performing official duties. Also sets penalties for a person charged with the offense of reckless driving if he or she commits the offense of reckless driving and as a result causes great bodily harm or permanent disability or disfigurement to a child or a school crossing guard while on the school crossing guard is performing his or her official duties. Passed both Houses – Waiting for Governor’s action.

HB3624 - Provides that each school bus shall display at the rear of the bus a visible and readable sign, indicating the telephone number of the owner of the school bus, and indicating that the number is to be called to report erratic driving by the school bus driver. Makes other provisions. Passed both Houses – Waiting for Governor’s action.

SB0166 - Provides that each school district in the State shall have in place, by January 1, 2008, a policy to ensure that the school bus driver is the last person leaving every school bus and that no passenger is left behind or remains on the vehicle at the end of a route, a work shift or the work day. Passed both Houses – Waiting Governor’s action.
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