Spring-Summer 2006 Legislation

TEEN DRIVING ISSUES
HB-1463 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code and the School Code. Provides for the cancellation of the license or permit of any person under the age of 18 who is certified to be a chronic or habitual truant. Consideration will be given to truant students who may have extraordinary circumstances, including but not limited to economic or medical necessity or family hardship.
Passed both Houses on 03/30/06, awaits the Governor’s review.

HB-4768 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. Provides that any unemancipated minor’s application for a graduated driver’s license must be accompanied by the written consent of a parent or guardian, regardless of whether the required consent accompanied the minor’s previous application for an instruction permit. Provides that a parent or guardian must certify that an unemancipated minor has received 50 (rather than 25) hours of behind-the wheel instruction, at least 10 hours of which must have been at night, in order for the minor to receive a graduated driver’s license. Passed both Houses on 03/28/06, awaits the Governor’s review.

ALCOHOL & DRUGS
HB-4717 - Amends the Illinois Municipal Code and the Illinois Vehicle Code. Provides that a municipality may charge an offender with a municipal misdemeanor offense for conduct that would constitute felony driving under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or intoxicating compounds, if the State’s Attorney rejects or denies felony charges for that conduct. Passed both Houses on
03/28/06, awaits the Governor’s review.

SB-1088 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. Provides that the additional fine collected by the circuit clerk from any person convicted of DUI shall be used for enforcement and prevention of
DUI, including but not limited to the purchase of law enforcement equipment and commodities to assist in the prevention of alcohol related criminal violence throughout the State; police officer training and education in areas related to alcohol related crime, including but not limited to DUI training; and police officer salaries, including but not limited to salaries for hire back funding for safety checkpoints, saturation patrols and liquor store sting operations (rather than just in the purchase of law enforcement equipment that will assist in the prevention of alcohol related criminal violence throughout the State). Passed both houses on 04/25/06, awaits the Governor’s review.

RAILROAD CROSSING SAFETY
SB-2865 - Gives the Illinois Department of Transportation and the Illinois Commerce Commission the authority to cooperate with counties and municipalities to establish a system of automated enforcement of railroad crossing violations. The system consists of a camera or cameras at a rail grade crossing that would capture pictures of vehicles and drivers that drive around lowered gates or stop on railroad tracks. Passed both Houses on 04/06/06, awaits the Governor’s review.

WORK ZONE SAFETY
SB-2650 - Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. Provides that, if a county police officer writes the ticket for a speeding violation in a construction or maintenance zone that occurs on any highway other than an interstate highway, the additional fine of $125 or $250 shall be deposited into the county's Transportation Safety Highway Hire-back Fund (rather than into the Transportation
Safety Highway Hire-back Fund in the State treasury). Provides that the Department of State Police and the local county police department have concurrent jurisdiction over any violation of the provision that occurs on an interstate highway. Provides that each county shall create a Transportation Safety Highway Hireback Fund. Provides that the county shall use all moneys in its Transportation Safety Highway Hire-back Fund to hire off-duty county police officers to monitor construction or maintenance zones in that county on highways other than interstate highways. Also makes changes to the Automated Traffic Control Systems in Highway Construction or Maintenance Zones Act. Passed both Houses on 04/06/06, awaits the Governor’s review.

MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY
HB-0708 - Provides the intrastate agricultural industry with similar exceptions as those provided the interstate agricultural industry with regard to the hours of service requirements in the Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, i.e., how many hours a driver can operate a commercial motor vehicle before being required to stop driving for a period of time. The Congressional Act of 2005 gave exception to interstate agricultural operations operating within a 100 air mile radius from the hours of service regulations. The Congressional Act also expanded interstate agricultural operations to include other forms of agriculture, e.g., livestock. HB-0708 makes Illinois law nearly the same as the new federal law. The only variance deals with equine animals used for food or in the production of food, which will not be exempt in intrastate commerce. This bill also adds definitions of agricultural operations, agricultural commodities, farm supplies for agricultural purposes, and livestock, as used in the Illinois Motor Carrier Safety Law. Passed both Houses on 03/15/06, awaits the Governor’s review.

HB-4657 - Provides that the Secretary of State (SOS) may revoke or suspend the registration of a vehicle when the SOS is notified by the United States Department of Transportation that the vehicle is in violation of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations and is prohibited from operating. Passed both Houses on 03/28/06, awaits the Governor’s review.
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