97th General Assembly
PROPOSED TRAFFIC SAFETY LEGISLATION

HB.147 – School Bus Driver Chemical Test: 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to allow an employer, if there is reasonable suspicion, to test a school bus driver permit holder for the presence of drugs or alcohol or intoxicating compounds. Provides, if a driver should refuse or test positive for the presence of drugs or alcohol, the SOS shall suspend such driver’s permit for three years. 

HB.219 – Safety Belts All Passengers:
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to require seat belt use by all passengers of a motor vehicle and taxi cabs at all times unless issued a medical exemption. 

HB.285 – Motorcycle Helmets < 26:
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to require every operator and passenger on a motorcycle, motor driven cycle or moped under age 26 to wear a helmet that meets Federal Safety Standard No. 218.  

HB.290 – Motorcycle Helmets All Riders:
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to require every operator and passenger on a motorcycle, motor driven cycle or moped to wear a federally approved helmet. 

HB.1138 – School Zone Boundaries:
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code by requiring notification of the school’s principal or local chief of police before making any boundary changes to the school zone speed limit.   

HB.1222 - CPS Course Completion Form:
Amends the Child Passenger Protection Act to add that the technician conducting the course shall issue letters of completion to those finishing a child passenger protection safety instructional course.  

HB.1295 – SoS CDL Medical Card:
Requires some CDL drivers to have a Federal DOT medical card and provide copies of that medical card to ensure their information is accurate and up-to-date.  If a driver’s medical information is found to be fraudulent or expired, his/her CDL may be revoked. 
 
HB.1315 – Cargo Area Passengers:
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code providing that no person may ride in the cargo area of a second division vehicle while it’s being towed on a public highway.  Creates exemptions: if the vehicle is being used in connection with a parade or farming activity or does not exceed 15 mph, or if the passenger is over 18 and the vehicle does not exceed 15 mph.

HB.1438 – Slow Moving Emblem Fine:
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code by increasing the fine for improperly displaying a slow moving vehicle emblem from $25 to $75 for a first offense. 
 
HB.1702 – Approved DUI Testers:
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code by adding licensed physician assistants and licensed advanced practice nurses to the list of those qualified to draw blood for drug and alcohol testing. 

HB.1984 – Construction Zone, No Phones 500ft: 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code, by prohibiting the usage of a wireless telephone while operating a motor vehicle within 500ft of a construction/maintenance zone. 

HB.2265 – MFSAB Definition
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code changing the definition of multi-function school activity bus relating to the amount of passengers being transported on a MFSAB to 11 or more passengers including the driver.

HJR.008 – Cell Phones Accident Reports:
Requires police reports to also include if a cell phone was a proximate cause of the automobile accident; directs IDOT to compile this statistic over a two year period and report these findings to the General Assembly. 

SB.26 – Auto Enforcement, Red Light:
Amends the Automated Traffic Enforcement System, “Red Light Running” section of the Illinois Vehicle Code to prohibit the issuance of automated enforcement tickets to drivers who make lawful right on red turns.   

SB.52 – Park/School Zone Speeding:
Amends the Unified Code of Corrections, providing the court may not enter an order of supervision if the defendant is charged with speeding in a school or park zone. 

SB.55 – Bicycle Helmets < 16:
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to require bicycle operators and passengers under the age of 16 to wear a protective helmet.  Any children under 40lbs and 40in are required to be in separate restraining seats.    

SB.70 – Safety Belts, School Bus:
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code and Municipal Code by requiring seat safety belts for all passengers on any school bus purchased new after July 1, 2012.

SB.2104 – Instruction Permits, Teen Drivers:
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code providing no instruction permit may be issued to anyone under age 16.  Also makes instruction permits invalid during the hours of 10pm to 5am. 
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