Spring 2009 Legislation

HOUSE BILLS 
HB0043 - STOP FOR PEDESTRIAN 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code, provides that where traffic signals are not in place, vehicles must stop and yield to pedestrians in a crosswalk rather than yielding the right-of-way by slowing down or stopping. This law also provides that on a school day when children are present and close enough to traffic that a potential hazard exists, vehicles must stop and yield to pedestrians in a crosswalk rather than yielding the right-of-way. 

  

HB0071 - ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION DEVICES 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code, provides that a person may not operate a motor vehicle while using an electronic communication device to compose, send or read an electronic message. Violations are an offense against traffic regulations governing the movement of vehicles. 

  

HB0072 - NO PHONE IN SCHOOL ZONE 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code, provides that no one may use a wireless telephone in school, construction or maintenance speed zones except a person engaged in a highway construction/maintenance project unless in furtherance of that project. 

  

HB0073 - NEGLIGENT VEHICULAR HOMICIDE 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code, provides the Secretary of State shall immediately revoke the license, permit or driving privileges upon receiving a report of a driver's conviction of negligent vehicular homicide or aggravated negligent driving. Creates the offense of aggravated negligent driving; a person commits the offense if the person's negligent operation of a motor vehicle is the proximate cause of a motor vehicle accident that results in a Type A injury to another or property damage of another in excess of $1500. Provides that a violation is a Class A misdemeanor. Amends the Criminal Code of 1961 and creates the offense of negligent vehicular homicide and provides that a person commits the offense if the person's negligent operation of a motor vehicle is the proximate cause of the death of another person. Also provides that violations are a Class 4 felony. 

  

HB0162 - CYCLE RIDER SAFETY TRAINING 
Amends the Cycle Rider Safety Training Act, provides for certain disbursements from the Cycle Rider Safety Training Fund. The Secretary of State will deposit an equal amount of each annual and reduced fee for registration of each motorcycle, motorized pedal-cycle and motor driven cycle to finance the Cycle Rider Safety Training program. 

  

HB0166 - SEAT BELT SCHOOL BUS 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code and Illinois Municipal Code to require safety belts for all new school buses purchased after July 1, 2010. The bill provides that except for willful and wanton conduct a school bus driver may not be held personally liable for passenger's failure to wear seat safety belts. 

  

HB0253 - VEHICLE SEIZURE/FORFEITURE 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code, makes technical changes to language allowing vehicles subject to seizure and forfeiture when a person's driving privileges are revoked/suspended for driving while revoked/suspended for DUI; leaving the scene of an accident involving death or personal injury or receiving a statutory summary suspension. The bill also adds reckless homicide to the list resulting in vehicle seizure and forfeiture. 

  

HB0275 - UNINSURED OPERATION OF VEHICLE 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code, creates the offense of uninsured operation of a motor vehicle. 

Requires certain motor vehicles being operated on public highways to be covered by a liability insurance policy; also states that uninsured operation of a motor vehicle is a Class A misdemeanor. 

  

HB0349 - DISTRACTED DRIVING 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. All others use, creates the offense of distracted driving; which 

a person commits by operating a motor vehicle in violation of a law or ordinance governing the movement of vehicles while also engaging in certain activities. States that distracted driving may not be recorded on a person's driving record but requires the violator to pay additional fines equivalent to the amount of the fine for the underlying offense he/ she committed. 

  

HB0353 - SCHOOL BUS DRIVING SIGN 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code, provides that each school bus must display, at the rear of the bus, a sign indicating the telephone number of the owner of the school bus. Deletes language providing that the sign shall indicate the number to be called to report erratic driving by the school bus driver. Adds language requiring that the sign read "TO COMMENT ON MY 

DRIVING, CALL (area code and telephone number of school bus owner)." 

  

HB0524 - RECKLESS HOMICIDE 
Amends the Criminal Code of 1961; provides that the penalty for reckless homicide when the defendant was involved in a motor vehicle, snowmobile, all-terrain vehicle, or watercraft accident that resulted in the death of another person, if driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs was a proximate cause of the death, driver is charged with a Class 2 felony. Unless the court determines other circumstances exist and require probation, shall be sentenced to: a) imprisonment minimum of three years and maximum of 14; if the violation resulted in the death of another, b) imprisonment for minimum of 6 years and maximum of 28 if the violation resulted in the death of two or more people. 

  

SENATE BILLS 
SB0027 - STATE POLICE-MISSING SENIORS 
Amends the Department of State Police Law and the Department of Transportation Law of the Civil Administrative Code of Illinois, the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act, the Illinois Police Training Act and the Missing Persons Identification Act. With respect to the State Police's missing endangered senior alert system: a) refers to the alerts as "Silver" Alerts; b) requires that the Department coordinate with the Department of Transportation and the Illinois Emergency Management Agency in the public dissemination of the alerts and the promotion of the system; c) requires that local law enforcement agencies provide for prompt use of Silver Alerts and public dissemination of photographs of missing endangered seniors. 

  

SB0030 - STOP FOR PEDESTRIAN 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code, provides that where traffic signals are not in place, vehicles must stop and yield to a pedestrian in a crosswalk rather than yielding the right-of-way by slowing down or stopping. Provides that on a school day when children are present and close enough to traffic that a potential hazard exists and when traffic signals are not in place or in operation, vehicles must stop and yield to a pedestrian in a crosswalk rather than yielding the right-of-way by slowing down or stopping. 

  

SB0064 - CRIMINAL CODE-RECKLESS HOMICIDE 
Amends the Criminal Code of 1961, provides that a person who causes a fatal accident while operating a motor vehicle, all-terrain vehicle, watercraft or snowmobile and is aware they are fatigued is guilty of reckless homicide and will be charged with a Class 2 felony. (Fatigued is defined as being without sleep for 24 consecutive hours). Provides that if the offender is sentenced to imprisonment, the defendant shall be sentenced to a term of three years minimum and 14 years maximum; if the offense resulted in the death of one person, the minimum sentence is six years. The maximum sentence is 28 years if the offense resulted in the death of 2 or more persons. 

  

SB0148 - RAIL ROAD CROSSING 
Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code, provides that the Illinois Commerce Commission in cooperation with a local law enforcement agency, may establish in any county or municipality a system for automated enforcement of railroad crossing violations. Establishes a civil fine of $250 that shall be imposed for a first violation and a fine of $500 that shall be imposed for a second or subsequent violation. The Secretary of State shall suspend the driving privileges of the registered owner of a vehicle that is involved in five of these violations for which the fine imposed has not been paid. 
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