IDOT/DTS Legislative Proposals 

  
As the Illinois legislature nears the 97th General Assembly, state agencies are given the opportunity to propose legislation that seeks to improve the performance of roadway activities.  The Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) submitted its legislative proposals package focusing on improvements to the DUI laws, increased safety regarding back seat occupancy protection, a liability issue with the Cycle Rider Safety Training Program (CRSTP) and equal protection for students being transported in multi-function school activity buses (MFSAB). 

 

Previously, IDOT/DTS lacked the ability to obtain Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) test results for drivers involved in fatal DUI crashes.  IDOT/DTS receives roughly 90 percent of BAC test results for drivers who die in crashes; however we only receive 20 percent of tests for the survivors.  This information is required to achieve the annual one percent BAC test rate increase provided by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) for drivers involved in fatal crashes. This proposal would provide for mandatory compliance of medical personnel upon an officer’s request for a non-consensual blood/urine draw where a driver is suspected of DUI causing great bodily harm or death.  Immunity for medical personnel obtaining the sample is also included in the proposal.  Upon adoption and passage of this proposal IDOT/DTS would be able to better determine how much of a factor alcohol plays in fatal crashes.

 

Motorcycle safety has become a prevalent issue throughout Illinois.  IDOT/DTS’s CRSTP continues to promote the issue by increasing the number of students registered and properly trained through the CRSTP course.  This proposal would create a liability waiver for landowners from any injury occurring while allowing the CRSTP course to be held on their land.  By exempting these landowners, the number of possible course locations would increase allowing IDOT/DTS to reach their goal of drastically increasing the student registration numbers. 

 

IDOT/DTS is also proposing to add MFSAB’s to the list of vehicles required to stop at railroad grade crossings as provided in 625 ILCS 5/11-1202(a)(2).  This is a concern because IDOT/DTS believes children being transported in MFSAB’s should be provided with the same safety procedures as those students in regular school buses.  Other occupancy protection issues include changing the safety belt law by requiring all passengers regardless of age or seating position to be buckled at all times, unless granted a medical exemption.  Currently, Illinois law only requires the driver and front seat passengers to be buckled and backseat passengers in limited situations.  Studies released by NHTSA show back seat lap/shoulder belts reduce the risk of both head and abdominal injuries in fatal frontal crashes.  The study also shows reductions of 47 percent in head injuries and 52 percent in abdominal injuries (www.iihs.org/laws/safetybeltuse.aspx). 
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